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Held via Teleconference 
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Pursuant to section 92-3.7, Hawaii Revised Statutes, this meeting will be held using interactive 
conference technology (ICT). Board members, staff, persons with business before the Board, and 
the public may participate remotely online using ICT, or may participate via the in-person meeting 
site which provides ICT.  
 
Interested persons may submit written testimony in advance of the meeting, which will be 
distributed to Board members prior to the meeting.   We request that testimony be received by our 
office not less than seventy-two hours prior to the meeting to ensure that staff has time to 
disseminate it and that Board members have time to review it. Written testimony may be 
submitted electronically to dbedt.adc@hawaii.gov or sent via U.S. Postal Service to: Agribusiness 
Development Corporation, 235 South Beretania Street, Suite 205, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813. 
 
When testifying via ICT, via telephone, or in-person, you will be asked to identify yourself and the 
organization you represent, if any. Each testifier will be limited to two minutes of testimony per 
agenda item. 
 
The public may participate in the meeting via: 
 

ICT:    click here to join 
 
Telephone:    (669) 900-6833,  Webinar ID:  810 3713 3089 
 
In-Person:    at the meeting location indicated below 

 
ICT ACCESS 
To view the meeting and provide live oral testimony, please use the link at the top of the agenda. You will be asked to 
enter your name.  The Board requests that you enter your full name, but you may use a pseudonym or other identifier if 
you wish to remain anonymous.  You will also be asked for an email address.  You may fill in this field with any entry in an 
email format, e.g., ****@****.com. 
 
Your microphone will be automatically muted. When the Chairperson asks for public testimony, you may click the Raise 
Hand button found on your Zoom screen to indicate that you wish to testify about that agenda item. The Chairperson or 
staff will individually enable each testifier to unmute their microphone. When recognized by the Chairperson, please 
unmute your microphone before speaking and mute your microphone after you have finished speaking. 
 
For ICT, telephone, and in-person access, when testifying, you will be asked to identify yourself and the organization, if 
any, that you represent. Each testifier will be limited to two minutes of testimony per agenda item. 
 
TELEPHONE ACCESS 
If you do not have ICT access, you may get audio-only access by calling the Telephone Number listed at the top on the 
agenda. 
 
Upon dialing the number, you will be prompted to enter the Meeting ID listed next to the Telephone Number at the top of 
the agenda.  After entering the Meeting ID, you will be asked to either enter your panelist number or wait to be admitted 
into the meeting. Please wait until you are admitted into the meeting. 
 
When the Chairperson asks for public testimony, you may indicate you want to testify by entering “#” and then “9” on your 
telephone’s keypad.  After entering “#” and then “9”, a voice prompt will let you know that the host of the meeting has 
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been notified.  When recognized by the Chairperson, you may unmute yourself by pressing “#” and then “6” on your 
telephone.  A voice prompt will let you know that you are unmuted. Once you are finished speaking, please enter “#” and 
then “6” again to mute yourself. 
 
For ICT, telephone, and in-person access, when testifying, you will be asked to identify yourself and the organization, if 
any, that you represent.  Each testifier will be limited to two minutes of testimony per agenda item. 
 
Instructions to attend State of Hawaii virtual board meetings may be found online at 
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2020/08/State-of-Hawaii-Virtual-Board-Attendee-Instructions.pdf . 
 
IN-PERSON ACCESS 
There will also be one meeting location, open to the public, which will have an audio-visual connection.  That meeting will 
be held at: 
 

State of Hawaii, Leiopapa A Kamehameha 
State Office Tower Building 
235 S. Beretania St, Room 204 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
For ICT, telephone, and in-person access, when testifying, you will be asked to identify yourself and the organization, if 
any, that you represent.  Each testifier will be limited to two minutes of testimony per agenda item. 
 
LOSS OF CONNECTIVITY 
In the event of a loss of ICT connectivity, the meeting will be recessed for a period not to exceed thirty minutes to restore 
connectivity with all board members and the public in-person access location noted above. In the event that audio 
connectivity is re-established within thirty minutes without video connectivity, interested participants can access the 
meeting via the telephone number and Meeting ID number noted above.   
 
In the further event that connectivity is unable to be restored within thirty minutes, the meeting will be automatically 
continued to a date and time to be posted on the ADC website at https://dbedt.hawaii.gov/adc/ no later than close of 
business the next business day. New ICT, telephone, and in-person access information will be posted on the website no 
less than twenty-four hours prior to the continued meeting date.  Alternatively, if a decision is made to terminate the 
meeting, the termination will be posted on the ADC website. 
 
SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
If you require special assistance, accommodations, modifications, auxiliary aids, or services to participate in the public 
hearing process please contact staff at (808) 586-0186 preferably at least three business days prior to the meeting so 
arrangements can be made.  To request translation or interpretation services please contact staff at (808) 586-0186 or 
email: dbedt.adc@hawaii.gov. Please allow sufficient time for the ADC to meet translation or interpretation services 
requests. 
 
NOTE:  MATERIALS FOR THIS AGENDA WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW IN THE ADC OFFICE,  235 SOUTH 
BERETANIA STREET, SUITE 205, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 ON AND AFTER JUNE 9, 2023. 
 

Agribusiness Development Corporation Non-Discrimination Statement 
 
The Agribusiness Development Corporation does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, age, or 
disability, or any other class as protected under applicable federal or state law, in administration of its programs, or 
activities, and the Agribusiness Development Corporation does not intimidate or retaliate against any individual or group 
because they have exercised their rights to participate in actions protected by, or oppose action prohibited by, 40 C.F.R. 
Parts 5 and 7, or for the purpose of interfering with such rights. 
 
If you have any questions about this notice or any of the Agribusiness Development Corporation’s non-discrimination 
programs, policies, or procedures, you may contact: 
 
 Mark Takemoto 

Acting Title VI Non-Discrimination Coordinator 
235 S. Beretania St., Ste 205 
Honolulu, HI 96813  
(808) 586-0186 
dbedt.adc.titlevi@hawaii.gov 
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AGENDA 
 
A. Call to Order 

B. Roll Call 

C. Approval of Minutes  

1. Board Meeting Minutes, May 18, 2023 

2. Board Meeting Minutes, May 30, 2023 

D. New Business 

1. Request for approval to issue new and amended revocable permits to The 
Davey Tree Expert Company and Davey Tree Surgery Company in Whitmore 
Village, Oahu, Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-2-002:004 (por.), :009 (por.) 
 

2. Request for approval to amend Lease Agreement No. LE-W257-22-01 issued 
to Ohana Hui Ventures, Inc. in Whitmore Village, Oahu, Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-2-
002:004 (por.) 

 
3. Request for approval to amend Lease Agreement No. LE-W1502 issued to 

Dole Food Company, Inc. in Whitmore Village, Oahu, Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-1-
002:004 (por.), 

 
4. Presentation by Deputy Attorney General Delanie Prescott-Tate regarding 

sunshine laws and discussions between board members 
 
5. Election of officers to the Board of Directors for term July 1, 2023 – June 30, 

2024 
 

E. Old Business 
 

1. Update regarding ADC-owned buildings in Whitmore Village, Oahu, Hawaii, 
TMK (1) 7-1-002:004; :009 
 

2. Update on the progress of the Executive Director Search Committee 
 

F. Acting Executive Director’s Report 

G. Adjourn
 

The Board may go into executive session on any agenda item pursuant to the 
exceptions provided under section §92-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes. 
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Pursuant to section 92-3.7, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), this meeting was held remotely with 
Board members, Staff, Applicants, and the Public participating via Zoom meeting venue, and an In-
Person meeting location available for public participation at the State of Hawaii, Leiopapa A 
Kamehameha, State Office Tower Building, 235 S. Beretania St., Suite 204, Honolulu, HI 96813.  

  

Members Present, virtually:  

 
Frederick Lau, City & County of Honolulu, Chairperson (Chair) 

Glenn Hong, Member-At-Large (Mr. Hong) 

Sharon Hurd, HBOA, Ex-Officio Member (Ms. Hurd) 
Jason Okuhama, Member-At-Large (Mr. Okuhama) 
Karen Seddon, Member-At-Large (Ms. Seddon)  
Lyle Tabata, Kauai County Member (Mr. Tabata) 
Jayson Watts, Maui County Member (Mr. Watts) 
Mary Alice Evans, Designated Representative, DBEDT, Ex-Officio Member (Ms. Evans)  

 
Members Excused: 
  
Kaleo Manuel, Designated Representative, DLNR for Ex-Officio Member Ms. Dawn Chang 
Warren Watanabe, Member-At-Large 
 
Counsel Present, virtually:  
 
 

Delanie Prescott-Tate, Deputy Attorney General (Ms. Prescott-Tate) 
Jodi Yi, Deputy Attorney General 

 
Staff Present, virtually:  
 
Mark Takemoto, Executive Assistant (Mr. Takemoto) 

Ken Nakamoto, Project Manager (Mr. Nakamoto) 

Lynette Marushige, Executive Secretary (Ms. Marushige)  

 
Guests Present, virtually:  
 
ADC Guest 
Brian 
F Fuchigami 
rr0109 
Scott Ishikawa 
Scotty Wong, OHV INC. 
Stacie Sasagawa, Dole 
 
Guests Present, physical location:  None. 
 
A. Call to Order  

 
Chair called the virtual meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 
 
Chair apologized but his camera was not working so he would not be visible. 
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B. Roll Call 
 
Chair conducted a roll call of the Board.  Chair called the name of each board member and asked them to 
identify their presence with a “here” or “present” and to state who if anyone over the age of eighteen was 
present in the room with them.  Chair stated that the roll call served as a roll call vote, and for each 
subsequent vote, the Chair would ask if there were any objections.  If there were no objections the 
motion will be approved on the same basis as the roll call. 
 
Roll call:  Mr. Hong, Ms. Hurd, Mr. Okuhama, Ms. Seddon, Mr. Tabata, Mr. Watts and Ms. Evans 
acknowledged attendance with no guests present.   

 
C. Approval of Minutes 

 
1. Board of Director’s Meeting on April 20, 2023. 

 
Chair stated that staff discovered an inadvertent omission after the minutes were posted on May 12, 
2023.  On page 10 of the draft minutes or on page 13 of the submittal, under item number “2. 
Request for Approval of the Draft Annual Performance Review of the Executive Director,” after the 
third line, the following sentences should be inserted, “Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no 
objections the motion was approved: 10-0.” 
   
Chair asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2023 meeting as amended. 
 
Motion to Approve:  Mr. Tabata; Second: Ms. Hurd. 
 
Chair asked if there was anything from the staff.  There was none. 
 
Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to give testimony.  There was none. 
 
Chair asked for board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 8-0. 

 
2. Executive Session Meeting Minutes, April 20, 2023  

 
Chair stated that during the Executive Session held on April 20, 2023 the board considered matters 
pertaining to the evaluation of the Executive Director’s performance for fiscal year July 2021 to 
June 2022.  HRS sections 92-4, 92-5 (a)(2) allows for a meeting to be closed to the public when 
necessary to discuss an employee evaluation where consideration of matters affecting privacy will 
be involved. In order to maintain the confidentiality of matters discussed at the executive session the 
draft minutes were provided directly to the board members for review.  Chair asked that the Board 
respect the confidentiality of the executive session held on April 20, 2023 in discussing the approval 
of these minutes.   
 
Chair asked for a motion to approve the April 20, 2023 minutes from the Executive Session. 
 
Motion to Approve:  Mr. Tabata; Second: Mr. Watts.   
 
Chair asked if staff had any presentation.  There was none. 
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Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to provide testimony.  There was none. 
 
Chair asked if there was any board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 8-0. 
 

3. Emergency Board Meeting Minutes, April 24, 2023 
 
Chair asked for a motion to approve. 
 
Motion to Approve:  Mr. Watts; Second:  Mr. Hong. 
 
Chair asked if there was anything from staff.  There was none. 
 
Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to give testimony.  There was none. 
 
Chair asked if there was board discussion.  There was none.   
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved:  8-0. 
 

D. New Business  
 
1. Request for approval to issue a revocable permit to Donald R. McDonald dba AgTech Pacific 

for commercial warehouse space and auxiliary land in Whitmore Village, Oahu, Hawaii, Tax 
Map Key No. (1) 7-1-002:009 (por.)  
 
Chair called for a motion to approve.   
 
Motion to approve:  Ms. Evans; Second: Mr. Watts. 
 
Chair asked for staff presentation.   
 
Mr. Nakamoto stated that the requester was in Whitmore and the area will be redeveloped by 
putting in infrastructure and possibly some agriculture facilities.  It’s a revocable permit because 
ADC has allowed the tenant to remain on the property until the construction commences.  There 
was a little reduction in rent, 10 cents per sq. foot because there was some damage to the roof from 
a recent windstorm, which the tenant paid for.  Rent will be reduced from 70 cents to 60 cents per 
square foot for the building. 
 
Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to give testimony.  There was none. 
 
Chair asked if there were any questions from the Board.  There were none. 
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved:  8-0. 

 
2. Request for approval to conduct due diligence for the purpose of negotiating the fee simple 

interest in real property located at Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii, Tax Map Key No. (1) 6-5-002:027. 
 

Chair called for a motion to approve. 
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Motion to approve:  Ms. Evans; Second: Mr. Tabata. 
 
Chair asked for staff presentation. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said that in 2016, ADC asked to purchase this parcel and it was approved.  During 
due diligence it was determined the title was not marketable.  So the landowner instituted 
proceedings to quiet the title, which was completed in January 2023.  What’s being requested here 
is approval to move forward on due diligence and then we’ll come back to the board with staff’s 
findings to see if ADC should proceed with the purchase or not.  This property is bounded on all 
sides by ADC property so it’s in the middle of ADC property.  That’s why we’d like to complete 
this purchase. 
 
Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to provide testimony.  There was none. 
 
Chair asked for board discussion or questions. 
 
Mr. Okuhama asked if the purchase price was still being negotiated for this property? 
 
Mr. Takemoto said that to his understanding the purchase price has not changed so that’s not what’s 
being requested right now.  They’re just going through due diligence to make sure they can proceed.  
Then we’ll come back to the board and request approval to complete the purchase.   
 
Chair asked if Well 25, one of the wells ADC is purchasing, was serving this parcel. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said yes. 
 
Chair said great, at least it will have water. 
 
Mr. Okuhama asked if the water rights get transferred over on the purchase. 
 
Mr. Takemoto asked if he was referring to the well purchase, because the parcel itself has no water 
rights per se.  There’s a tenant farming the ADC property on both sides and this tenant is leasing the 
subject parcel from the current owner.  This parcel doesn’t carry any water rights. 
 
Chair said he believes the water rights when ADC purchases the three-wells will transfer. 
 
Mr. Okuhama said he wondered about having a parcel with no water rights. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said it’s part of the well purchase and it’s a CWRM (Commission on Water Resource 
Management) question, but ADC intends to acquire those rights. 
 
Chair asked if there was any other discussion.  There was none.   
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 8-0. 
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3. Request for approval to enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with the State of Hawaii, 
Office of Planning and Sustainable Development to update the Hawaii Agribusiness Plan, 
pursuant to section 163D-5, Hawaii Revised Statutes (Supp. 2022)  
 
Chair called for a motion to approve. 
 
Motion to approve:  Ms. Seddon; Second: Mr. Hong. 
 
Chair asked for presentation from staff.   
 
Mr. Nakamoto said no presentation but some background.  ADC started out looking at a 
professional service contract to help update the Hawaii Agribusiness Plan but came to the 
realization that it was not what they were looking for.  So, they looked within the State and found 
that the Office of Planning and Sustainable Development (OPSD) has a special plans branch, and 
this was in their wheelhouse.  So ADC wants to enter into an agreement with OPSD and provide 
OPSD with the funds that the legislature appropriated to ADC to update this plan.  Mr. Nakamoto is 
open for any questions. 
 
Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to give testimony.  There was none.  
 
Chair asked Ms. Evans if she had any comments. 
 
Ms. Evans stated that she would first like to disclose that she will be involved in the execution of 
this memorandum of agreement if the board approves it and a memorandum of agreement is fully 
executed.  She looks forward to working with ADC staff and stakeholders if the board approved this 
action item.  
 
Chair thanked Ms. Evans and asked if there were any other questions. 
 
Mr. Tabata asked how long the deliverable will be. 
 
Mr. Nakamoto said ADC was running up against a July 1st deadline, but that timeline won’t work 
for OPSD.  Their portion would take eighteen months; the term of the MOA would be 
approximately eighteen months, with a December 31, 2024 termination date.  ADC is trying to at 
least provide a quick update to the 2021 Hawaii Agribusiness Plan by the July 1st deadline. 
 
Mr. Tabata asked if ADC had all of the data deliverables available.  He knows ADC purchased 
software to inventory all the assets. 
 
Mr. Nakamoto responded, that’s correct. 
 
Mr. Tabata asked how much it cost? 
 
Mr. Nakamoto responded that ADC received $90,000 from the legislature to update the plan. 
 
Chair asked if there were any other questions.   
 
Mr. Hong said just the fact that OPSD, with Mary Alice’s involvement, will provide very 
knowledgeable leadership and he supports this project very much. 
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Ms. Prescott-Tate asked Ms. Evans if she was going to recuse herself from voting on this agenda 
item. 
 
Ms. Evans stated she would like to recuse herself from voting but should that affect a quorum she 
would defer to the attorney general’s office as to whether there may be a concern of an appearance 
of conflict. 
 
Chair asked Ms. Prescott-Tate if they are ok. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate responded that if Ms. Evans would feel better recusing herself that would be fine; 
we have quorum. 
 
Chair said he was very happy that Ms. Evans was involved.  We’ve been talking about this for over 
a year so he’s very happy that she’ll be working on updating the plan.     
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 7-0 (Ms. Evans recused).   

 
4. Request for approval to establish the ad hoc “Executive Director Search Committee” 

pursuant to section 92-2.5, Hawaii Revised Statutes; appointment of members thereto 
 
Chair asked for a motion to approve. 
 
Motion to approve: Mr. Tabata; Second: Ms. Hurd. 
 
Chair asked if there was any staff presentation.    
 
Mr. Nakamoto said there was none, but Mr. Nakamoto and Mr. Takemoto were available for 
questions. 
 
Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to provide testimony.  There was none.   
 
Chair asked if there were any board discussion. 
 
Mr. Tabata asked if there was a template used in the past as a starting point for them. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate said she would help them. 
 
Chair said he did some research and as far as he knows there was no template, but Ms. Prescott-Tate 
had come up with a list of items that the committee could develop into the review process.  Chair 
noted that Mr. Tabata was on the committee. 
 
Mr. Tabata said his concern was that now they were under the Department of Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism (DBEDT), he personally has difficulty with understanding DBEDT.  He 
knows the Director so he’s going to grab his ear one day and ask what their strategy is for ADC.  
How does ADC proceed in light of the new legislative changes to ADC that the board reviewed 
about three meetings ago.  ADC needs somebody “to put the stake in the ground” as he likes to say.  
 
Chair agreed.  
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Ms. Evans said having been the deputy director for DBEDT for eight years, she might be able to 
provide a little bit of framework for that.  All of the attached agencies that are attached to any 
principal department including the ten that are attached to DBEDT, enjoy policy autonomy under 
HRS section 26-35, which means that their boards have the autonomy to make their own policies, to 
govern their agencies based on the agencies enabling legislation. The framework for ADC is HRS 
chapter 163D, and the Board would follow that.  DBEDT’s philosophy is to support its attached 
agencies to the extent possible with its fiscal personnel, I.T. and procurement and contracting 
services under their central administrative services office.  There are limitations to that because they 
also took lots of personnel cuts when the budget has not been as big as it could be.  Because the 
Administrative Services office is funded by general funds, it doesn’t have special funds available, so 
it shares in the fiscal pain that all general funded programs do.  She hoped that information helped 
Mr. Tabata. 
 
Mr. Tabata said yes and being that ADC’s a semi-autonomous agency it does shed some light but 
going from under the Department of Agriculture to DBEDT, there’s differences in those 
departments.  So does ADC carry on and just take advantage of the administrative support or is 
there another charge.  He’s an engineer so he needs more details. 
 
Ms. Evans said DBEDT is the business promotion department, so all of their agencies share in 
different ways, in different niches.  The goal is helping their businesses and business people to be 
successful.   The Board has to balance that with the need to earn revenue to offset the general funds 
that the legislature provides.  So, to that extent the Board itself is a business board that makes those 
judgments about how much to charge its licensees in order to break even and have sufficient surplus 
for unexpected disasters or occurrences.  Does that help? 
 
Mr. Tabata responded yes, he has a business background too, so he said yes to being on the 
selection committee. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate said no worries, she will help them. 
 
Chair asked if there were other questions or concerns. 
 
Mr. Okuhama said when he was on another board they went through several executive director 
searches.  Once they used a professional agency and the other time they pretty much did it 
internally.  There are examples of board driven agencies that go through the executive director 
search, and they did this quite recently going through several different executive directors.  There is 
precedence on how these things are done and the processes. 
 
Chair thanked Mr. Okuhama. 
 
Ms. Hurd said she’s not familiar with the relationship of an attached agency, but she’s wondering, if 
ADC has any shared resources within DBEDT such as grant writers, fiscal services, any kind of 
shared support services. 
 
Ms. Evans responded yes and no.  DBEDT is one of the smallest departments in the State, so they 
have very limited Director’s office and ASO (Administrative Service Office) type services.  They 
always reach out to their sister agencies where they have someone who specializes in especially 
procurement;  HHFDC (Hawaii Housing Finance & Development Corporation) has an excellent 
procurement specialist who is willing to share her expertise with other DBEDT agencies.  The 
Director’s office has a communication specialist who sometimes helps with news releases but that’s 
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entirely up to the attached agency if they want to reach out and ask for that kind of help.  The 
attached agency can do it internally with their own staff should they choose to.  As you know, Ms. 
Hurd, all attached agencies fiscal and personnel transactions flow up through the Director’s office 
and that’s by State law. 
 
Ms. Hurd said the direct question would have been, with the infrastructure investment Jobs Act 
funding, that massive $2.8 billion dollars, her question basically is, would ADC have the capability, 
maybe one of the qualities of a new executive director should be some sort of grant seeking, grant 
writing type background.  Because if there is no such relationship with DBEDT that they can rely 
on and the vast amounts of funding that’s coming through, she doesn’t want ADC to be out of the 
loop.  Just a comment that maybe one of the shared services can be with the grant writing section. 
 
Ms. Evans responded that DBEDT doesn’t per se have a grant writing section.  Each one of the 
twenty different programs in DBEDT has a different niche and any staff that does grant writing has 
a specialty in that particular niche, not general grant writing expertise.  People who have a passion 
for a particular area and develop their expertise by doing it rather than by coming in with that 
particular skill.  It’s different for each federal agency that you are requesting grant awards from, 
they have some things in common but some unique quirks that they like to see in their grant 
applications. 
 
Chair agreed with both.  He normally writes up the grant request and then uses a grant writer to put 
it all together; he’s not a grant writer; he pays for that service.  You have to be familiar with what 
they’re asking for, what the grant is about.  It’s important though, with what’s coming down the 
pike.   
 
Chair asked if there was any further board discussion.  There was none.   
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 8-0. 
 
Chair asked Ms. Prescott-Tate if he could take a step-back to item No. 2, the approval to conduct 
due diligence for the purpose of negotiating the fee simple interest in real property in Waialua.  Is 
this something that the administration committee should participate in, the committee that they 
formed a few meetings ago. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate responded that they could. 
 
Chair asked if that was something that requires board approval or is that something that should just 
be part of the flow. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate responded that as of right now, the board delegated to staff the authority to 
conduct the due-diligence.  Maybe after the initial due-diligence has been conducted then it can go 
back to the board for assignment to the administration committee to assist with negotiations. 
 
Chair said ok, he just wanted that clarified. 

 
5. Update regarding ADC-owned buildings in Whitmore Village, Oahu, Hawaii, Tax Map Key 

No. (1) 7-1-002:004 (por.) 
 
Chair asked if Property Manager Lyle Roe (Mr. Roe) or Mr. Takemoto will be providing the update. 
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Ms. Prescott-Tate said that in Mr. Roe’s absence, she would be giving the update.  ADC is the 
current owner of former Dole Food Company land.  This is in the Whitmore area, Wahiawa.  ADC 
purchased this land and infrastructure from Dole.  During the high wind events in March and April 
of 2023, corrugated metal panels and other debris began blowing off the roof of several open bay 
steel and metal framed structures.  Due to the emergency created by the high winds and flying 
debris, ADC contracted with a roofing company to remove the loose corrugated metal panels.  On 
April 24, 2023, the contractor performed a pre-demolition hazardous materials assessment, which is 
standard operating procedure when they’re working on old roofs.   
 
On May 11, 2023, ADC was verbally informed that the hazardous material assessment revealed the 
presence of lead and asbestos within the open bay steel and metal structures.  On May 12, 2023, 
ADC received a brief preliminary report on the hazardous materials assessment.  After review of the 
preliminary report, and in an abundance of caution, ADC asked the tenants of the open bay 
structures to move to other areas of ADC property by close of business Friday, May 12, 2023.  
These efforts were successful, and the tenants have been relocated.  ADC received the lab results on 
May 16, which was too late to comply with the Sunshine Law, HRS Section 92-7.5 because the 
board packets had already been distributed.  So, you will receive all the updated materials and 
reports at the next board meeting, and we’ll do another update at that meeting in June.   
 
Briefly, the lab reports identified the presence of asbestos and lead in the steel and metal framed 
structures.  The report noted that the corrugated roof panels were safely removed, along with all 
visible dust and contaminated debris.  The work was performed in strict compliance with all 
applicable EPA, OSHA and Department of Health statutes and rules.  The lab results indicated that 
samples collected during the roof panel removal were reported at below the OSHA permissible 
exposure limit for lead and asbestos.  Upon first learning of the hazardous materials finding, ADC 
notified and obtained advice from the State Department of Health Asbestos and Lead Program and 
the Clean-Air Branch.  ADC will be procuring the services of a hazardous waste assessment team to 
test other buildings in the area that were built around the same time as the open bay structures.  
 
Once this testing is completed and the test results received, the information will be provided to the 
Board for further planning.  Right now we have a determination that the open bay steel and metal 
structures do have asbestos and lead.  Those buildings that have hazardous materials verification 
have been vacated and will remain vacant until ADC decides what to do.  ADC is in the process of 
hiring somebody who will go out and test all the remaining buildings and then we’ll come back to 
the Board with the information and decide on a plan. ADC has been doing what the Department of 
Health advised them to do, which included removing people from the buildings. 
 
Chair thanked Ms. Prescott-Tate and said that during the roof panel removal the hazardous materials 
testing showed it was below approved levels so it may not be as bad as it sounded last week. 
 
Ms. Evans asked Ms. Prescott-Tate that when the property was purchased was there a Phase 1 
environmental assessment to determine if there was a probability of hazardous materials on the 
property which would give ADC the innocent land owner defense? 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate responded that Phase 1 and Phase 2 environmental assessments were conducted 
however, asbestos and lead were not part of those assessments; the pesticides in the soil was the 
primary concern, but no, ADC does not have an innocent owner defense. 
 
Chair said he believed part of the reason was when the land was purchased the buildings were slated 
for demolition; they weren’t meant to be kept.  
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Chair asked if there were any other questions.  There were none.   
 
Chair said this was just an informational presentation so there was no need for a motion or vote.   
 

E. Old Business 
 

1. None. 
 

F. Acting Executive Director’s Update 
 
1. Capital Improvement Project 

 
Mr. Takemoto said ADC finished a 15-million-gallon reservoir in Kunia.  This project captures 
some of the tail water so you don’t lose the water, you can keep using it.  It’s also part of the overall 
plan to increase the storage capacity in looking into the future on how water was going to be 
managed for agriculture.  This was a good project to have completed.   

 
2. Legislative Update: 

 
Mr. Takemoto reported that the sole bill to pass was SB 833, which was the Wahiawa Irrigation 
System.  This bill allows the Governor to negotiate with the current landowner for control over Lake 
Wilson, the dam, and irrigation system.  ADC is currently doing due diligence.  If completed, ADC 
will control the irrigation system, which includes the dam and the gates and the management of that 
system to provide irrigation water for the farmers in the area.   
 
Mr. Tabata said, as he understands, the City disposes of their wastewater treatment plant effluent 
into Lake Wilson.  Is the City participating in funding infrastructure needs? 
 
Mr. Takemoto responded that the City does discharge treated wastewater into the lake.  ADC’s 
project is to take the treated water and use it for irrigation.  ADC is going to be piping that.  The 
result of that project will reduce the impact to the lake water quality. 
 
Mr. Tabata asked so they’re separating it? 
 
Mr. Takemoto responded, correct.  He’s not certain whether the City is participating in the funding; 
at this time he doesn’t believe so. 
 
Mr. Tabata said so every effluent system needs a backup disposal system. 
 
Mr. Takemoto responded yes. 
 
Mr. Tabata continued, so the primary now is sending the water directly in an enclosed pipe or into a 
ditch? 
 
Mr. Takemoto responded, into an enclosed pipe. 
 
Mr. Tabata stated they will need a second disposal, is that still going to be the lake? 
 
Mr. Takemoto said he’s not certain about that. 
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Mr. Tabata said they should check into that.  If they do, we’ll want the City to pay. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said that’s a good point.  The federal government discharges into the ditch and they 
pay every year. 
 
Mr. Tabata said he used to work for Aqua Engineers, and he was part of the Schofield Barracks 
privatization so, it’s all about the money. 
 
Chair stated that he was under the impression that this water was R1.  Is that the level of the water 
being discharged or is it raw? 
 
Mr. Takemoto said the water being discharged from the Wahiawa Wastewater Treatment facility is 
R1 and that’s the water they’re taking, so it’s R1. 
 
Chair said and the military water is R1 correct? 
 
Mr. Takemoto said that’s correct. 
 
Mr. Tabata said not to make you guys worried, but sometimes there are disruptions and its sub-
standard and it has to go somewhere.  That’s what his concern is. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said, that’s a good question.  There’s a requirement for wastewater treatment 
facilities to capture storm water impacts because a lot of times that water does enter the system and 
they need to be able to capture that.  That’s part of the due diligence.  They’ll have to find out all of 
that because the whole goal would be improve the water quality of the lake.  Then the water can be 
used for irrigation purposes as well as its current use, which is a fresh water recreational facility that 
DLNR (Department of Land and Natural Resources) maintains. 
 
Mr. Tabata said, so the City side, for storm water there is this whole thing that they call MS-4, it’s a 
whole different world also so, there’s a lot of work to be done. 
 
Mr. Takemoto agreed.  They know it’s going to take some time, and a lot of questions to be 
answered. 
 
Chair said he wants to go back to the reservoir, the 15-million-gallon reservoir.  What does it 
service, is this the one in Kunia, where is this one? 
 
Mr. Takemoto said that’s correct.  It’s at the end of the line so to speak and it will capture water 
from the tail-end of the system so they can make use of it.  It will service, from a gravity point of 
view, it will service, if you drive up Kunia Road, you can see it from Kunia Road, it could service 
everything south from there. 
 
Chair said so these are not ADC tenants, but they are being charged for the water provided by ADC. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said they pay for the delivery of the water. 
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3. ADC Discussions with the U.S. Navy Regarding Restrictive Use Easements for Whitmore 
Parcels.   
 
Mr. Takemoto said this is what’s called the REPI project.  It is a project that the military will 
compensate ADC for a restrictive use easement on the property.  Generally, the military prefer not 
to have large buildings or structures built around their installations.  So the Navy wants ADC to 
provide ADC restrictive use easements that’s primarily height restrictions.  Because all of the ADC 
property around the Navy installation is in farming, it doesn’t cause ADC any hardship, and the 
Navy will provide ADC with up to 50% of the purchase price of the property for the impacted area.  
So, ADC is currently in discussions with the Navy on this to determine what the restrictive 
easements are worth.  We’ll be coming back to the board for approval on this to continue moving 
forward.   
 

4. Update on Mililani Mauka Parcel/Malama Aina Collective 
 
Mr. Takemoto moved on to item 4.  There is a tenant with a ROE (Right-of-Entry) and the ROE has 
been going on for a long time.  ADC told them it’s time to move forward with the license.  This 
parcel is difficult because there is a water challenge.  At one time this was unirrigated sugar and 
with sugar you plant for the season; it’s an eighteen- or twenty-four-month crop and you rely solely 
on rainwater.  ADC has requested that they re-look at their initial proposal and come back with a 
new proposal, something they could actually do with the property, or they may elect to exit the deal.  
This is for the Malama Aina Collective.  The property north of Mililani.  It’s set-back from the 
highway quite a bit.  It looks like a set of fingers in the mountain.  This was just an update. 
 
Chair asked if the tenant approached the Board of Water Supply (BWS)?  There is a BWS water 
tank above the property. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said there is, and you would have to withdrew from the tank and pump it.  He’s not 
sure if Malama Aina approached the BWS.  They were looking at catchment and other ways to do it 
to keep their costs down as opposed to BWS ag rates. 
 
Chair said that’s interesting because the tank is not that far away. 
 
Ms. Evans asked if there were any indications of illegal activity on the property.  Is Malama Aina 
keeping a presence on the property to inhibit illegal use of this property? 
 
Mr. Takemoto responded that Malama Aina is not actively on the property, on a daily basis.  Mr. 
Roe conducted the last visit.  There’s a gate but it is overgrown so he doesn’t believe that they have 
done very much.  It’s fairly remote so it’s difficult to get to.  For homeless activity, it’s unlikely, the 
road doesn’t look like it was driven so he doesn’t believe there is much activity now.  It is a large 
parcel so he doesn’t think Mr. Roe could walk all the way in. 
 
Chair said yes, there are actually two gates to the parcel.  It’s not easy to access but there is a BWS 
roadway that makes it accessible to a certain point.  But getting into the property and deep in the 
property is difficult.  ADC’s concern when they put it out for lease or license was that there were so 
many trees on the parcel and it’s getting to be really overgrown and it’s going to be really expensive 
to clear it if they just keep waiting.  Chair thought it’s about one hundred acres. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said it isn’t that large, but you’re correct, those larger trees, if it’s just grass you’re 
looking at up to $1200/acre to clear and that’s just clearing not ready to plant.  When you get trees 
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in there the cost could significantly rise so it could be easily $2500 and up per acre to clear and then 
you have all that green waste to contend with.  He agreed that they should be looking at someone 
who can make use of it sooner than later. 
 
Chair asked if there were any other questions. 
 
Ms. Hurd said she had a question about item 3.  The Department of Agriculture is also in some 
discussion with REPI; they’re great collaborators, great partners.  If there will be further discussion 
on how much land is involved and her understanding is they pay 50% of the purchase price, do they 
own it or does it still belong to ADC. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said no, the land still belongs to ADC. 
 
Ms. Hurd said she’d like to get more information so that they can talk about maybe putting Ag 
people on that land and keeping it in Ag production rather than in development that REPI wants 
them to do.  Further clarification. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said REPI do not want development. 
 
Ms. Hurd responded, correct. 
 
Mr. Takemoto said there is an ag presence, and it will be maintained.  Those parcels have 
perspective tenants with ROE’s to begin due diligence on the property and hopefully they move into 
the planting phase soon on the land they occupy.  Right now, on the parcels they’re discussing, 
ADC has established water on one of the parcels, they’re still working on water for the other parcel.  
He’ll definitely provide more details going forward.  The purchase price for the two parcels would 
be somewhere around $8 million, so ADC’s looking at a possible $4 million REPI payment to 
control the easements.  ADC will still own the property in fee, but the military will have a restrictive 
use easement on the boundary of the property. 
 
Ms. Hurd asked if he had an idea of the size of the property.   
 
Mr.  Takemoto said he believes it’s approximately two hundred acres.  He can get the exact acreage 
for her.   
 
Chair asked if there were any further questions or discussions.  There were none. 
 

G. Adjourn 
 
Chair said before adjourning he wanted to say some things about Mr. Nakatani.  They would spend a lot 
of time talking about ADC.  Every Friday he would have a meeting with Mr. Nakatani, and they’d 
spend about two to two and a half hours talking about ADC goals and ADC projects and all the things 
coming about.  He will sorely, sorely miss that.  Mr. Nakatani had foresight and a lot of connections in 
planning for what he saw and what he was trying to bring around to ADC.  Chair will really miss him. 
 
Chair also noted that this was the executive secretary, Ms. Marushige, last meeting and that she was 
leaving ADC to work for another department.  Chair wished Ms. Marushige goodbye and good luck. 
 
Chair called for a motion to adjourn. 
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Motion to Adjourn:  Ms. Evans, Second: Mr. Seddon. 
 
Chair asked if there was any discussion.  There was none.   
 
Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 8-0.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:01 a.m. 

 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       Lynette Marushige 
       Secretary 
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Pursuant to section 92-3.7, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), this meeting was held remotely with 
Board members, Staff, Applicants, and the Public participating via Zoom meeting venue, and an In-
Person meeting location available for public participation at the State of Hawaii, Leiopapa A 
Kamehameha, State Office Tower Building, 235 S. Beretania St., Room 204, Honolulu, HI 96813.  

  

Members Present, virtually:  

 
Warren Watanabe, Member-At-Large, Vice-Chair (Vice-Chair) 
Glenn Hong, Member-At-Large (Mr. Hong) 

Jason Okuhama, Member-At-Large (Mr. Okuhama) 
Karen Seddon, Member-At-Large (Ms. Seddon)  
Lyle Tabata, Kauai County Member (Mr. Tabata) 
Jayson Watts, Maui County Member (Mr. Watts) 
Dane Wicker, Designated Representative, DBEDT, for Ex-Officio Member James Tokioka (Mr. Wicker)  

Kaleo Manuel, Designated Representative, DLNR for Ex-Officio Member Ms. Dawn Chang (Mr. Manuel) 
Leo Obaldo, Designated Representative, HBOA, for Ex-Officio Member Sharon Hurd (Mr. Obaldo) 
 
VACANT, City & County of Honolulu Member 
VACANT, Hawaii County Member 

 
Members Excused: 
 
None 
 
Counsel Present, virtually:  
 
 

Delanie Prescott-Tate, Deputy Attorney General (Ms. Prescott-Tate) 

 
Staff Present, virtually:  
 
Mark Takemoto, Executive Assistant 

Ken Nakamoto, Project Manager 
Lyle Roe, Property Manager 

 
Guests Present, virtually:  
 
ADC Guest 
WAM Staff 
F Fuchigami 
L Marushige 
 
Guests Present, physical location:  None. 
 
A. Call to Order 

 
Vice-Chair called the virtual meeting to order at 3:32 p.m. 

 
B. Roll Call 
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Vice-Chair conducted a roll call of the Board.  Vice-Chair called the name of each board member and 
asked them to identify their presence with a “here” or “present” and to state who if anyone was present in 
the room with them.  Vice-Chair stated that the roll call served as the roll call vote, and for each 
subsequent vote, the Vice-Chair would ask if there were any objections.  If there were no objections the 
motion will be approved on the same basis as the roll call. 
 
Roll call:  Mr. Hong, Mr. Obaldo, Mr. Manuel, Mr. Okuhama, Ms. Seddon, Mr. Tabata, Mr. Watts, and 
Mr. Wicker acknowledged attendance with no guests present.   
 

C. Approval of Minutes 
 
1. None 

  
D. New Business 

 
1. Presentation of executive director hiring process and timeline by the Executive Director 

Search Committee; and appointment of new member(s) to the Executive Director Search 
Committee 
 
a. Presentation of Executive Director Hiring Process and Timeline by the Executive Director 

Search Committee 
 
Vice-Chair announced that effective May 25, 2023, Chair Fred Lau (former Chair Lau) resigned 
from the ADC Board of Directors so he could apply for the Executive Director position.  Article 3, 
section 4 of the ADC Bylaws states that should the office of the chairperson become vacant, the 
Board of Directors shall fill the vacancy by electing another chairperson from among its members.   
 
Article 3, section 2 of the ADC Bylaws further states that elections to fill vacancies shall be held at 
the meeting at which the vacancy was officially declared to exist.   
 
However, due to the notice requirement under the Sunshine Law, section 92-7(b), Hawaii Revised 
Statutes, the election to fill the vacancy of the chairperson will be held at the next regular Board 
Meeting on Thursday, June 15, 2023. 
 
In the absence of the chairperson, article 3, section 2 of the ADC Bylaws states that the vice-chair 
shall perform the duties of the chair.   
 
Accordingly, as acting Chair and as a member of the executive director search committee, Vice-
Chair provided the presentation of the executive director hiring process and timeline. 
 
At the regular board meeting held on May 18, 2023, former Chair Lau asked the Board to approve 
the establishment of an Executive Director Search Committee, pursuant to section 92-2.5, HRS, and 
article 4, section 3 of the ADC By-Laws, and to give the Chair authority to appoint four members to 
the committee.  Former Chair Lau asked that the Executive Director Search Committee be 
comprised of Vice-Chair, Ms. Seddon, Mr. Tabata, and Mr. Wicker, and that the committee be 
tasked with six responsibilities: 
 
1. The Committee shall develop an application process for non-civil service applicants. 
2. The Committee shall develop a solicitation/advertisement for the position of executive director. 
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3. The Committee shall select a method of posting the solicitation/advertisement and post the           
solicitation/advertisement. 

4. The Committee shall develop criteria for ranking the applicants. 
5. The Committee shall accept the applications and conduct initial review and ranking of the 

applicants; and 
6. Depending on the number of valid applications received, the Committee shall narrow the 

selection to the top two candidates and report their findings to the Board. 
 
  The Board unanimously approved former Chair Lau’s request. 
 

Shortly after the committee was established, a member of the Executive Director Search Committee 
wanted clarification of the committee’s assigned tasks.  Before a meeting to clarify the committee’s 
duties could be scheduled, former Chair Lau resigned from the Board in order to apply for the executive 
director position.  This raised a question about the propriety of allowing a committee of board members 
hand-picked by the chair, to also make a hiring recommendation for the executive director position, 
where former Chair Lau was an applicant. 

 
The question was submitted to the State Ethics Commission.   

 
After close of business on Friday, May 26, 2023, the State Ethics Commission responded in pertinent 
part as follows: 

 
It is likely that the public would question Mr. Lau’s actions as impacting the fairness or 
propriety of the hiring process, resulting in erosion of confidence in government.  . . .  
It is the Commission staff’s strong recommendation to disregard any proposal provided 
by the current search committee, and instead start the process anew without 
consideration of any involvement or action by Mr. Lau in establishing the executive 
director search.  This may mean, for example, that the Board establishes a reconstituted 
committee to conduct the executive director search.  Removing Mr. Lau’s involvement 
in the search process reduces the appearance of impropriety and, hopefully, creates an 
objectively fair procedure.   

 
Based upon the advice of the State Ethics Commission, Vice-Chair proposed that the Executive 
Director’s Search Committee appointed by former Chair Lau, by dissolved and a new three- or four-
member Executive Search Committee be reconstituted with the following directives:     

            
1. The Committee shall develop an application process for non-civil service 

applicants. 
 

For example:  does the committee want the applicants to fill out an application form or 
just send in a resume?  There’s a non-civil service form used to apply for State of 
Hawaii jobs – form # HRD 278.  Does the committee want to list a salary range or just 
base the salary on experience/education?  Decide what type of information the 
applicant should provide to assist the committee’s review process.   

 
2. The Committee shall develop a solicitation/advertisement for the position of 

executive director. 
 

The committee shall create a job description for the executive director position.  The job 
description must be approved by DBEDT director pursuant to HRS section 26-35(a)(4).  
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For example, the committee shall decide if the job description/solicitation will be 
appropriate for all advertising methods or if separate job descriptions are necessary for 
each type of solicitation, such as formal letter request, or an advertisement like in a 
newspaper or agricultural newsletter, or email request to organizations asking for 
interested parties to apply, or just on the State job site.   

 
3. The Committee shall select a method of posting the solicitation/advertisement 

and post the solicitation/advertisement. 
 

The committee shall select how the job solicitation will be posted.  For example, should 
the job solicitation only be posted on the state job site; or also on the 
ADC/HDOA/DBEDT/etc. websites, newspaper, farming associations, other local job 
search engines.  The committee shall decide how long the solicitation/advertisement 
should be posted.  The minimum amount of time the job solicitation must be posted is 
four working days.   

 
4. The Committee shall develop criteria for ranking the applicants. 

 
For example, the committee should decide what skills, education, work history, 
personality, salary expectations, etc. are important.  What qualities would the committee 
like to see in the next executive director.  Create a ranking system and develop a 
timeline for completing the ranking system.   

 
5. The Committee shall accept the applications and conduct initial review and 

ranking of the applicants. 
 

When the applications come in, the committee shall review the applications.  For 
example, the committee can decide whether to do in-person interviews of all the 
applicants, or just a few of the more promising applicants, or just review the 
applications.  Rank all the applicants according to the ranking criteria.  Develop a 
timeline for completing the applicant review.     

 
6. The Committee shall narrow the selection of the top two or three candidates and 

report their findings to the Board. 
 
 Select the top two or three candidates.   

 
Once the above six steps are completed, the committee shall write a report that describes how the two or 
three applicants were selected (how the committee accomplished the six steps).  The report should 
conclude with the committee’s findings and recommendations.  For example, the report may suggest 
how the full board could complete the final selection, like have the candidates make a presentation to 
the board, or conduct further interviews by the entire board, or just select the person based on the 
committee’s findings and recommendations.   

 
The committee’s report, which shall include the findings and recommendations, is presented at a duly 
noticed board meeting.  At this meeting, the Board discusses the report and findings and 
recommendations.  The Board decides how to select the final candidate.  If the Board wants to conduct 
personal interviews with each of the two or three candidates this can be done in executive session to 
protect the individual’s privacy interest as allowed by HRS sections 92F-14(b)(4) and 92-5(a)(2).    
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At the next duly noticed meeting the Board deliberates and selects the new executive director. 
 
b. Appointment of New Members to the Executive Director Search Committee 

 
Vice-Chair called for a Motion to approve the dissolution of the Executive Director Search Committee 
appointed by former Chair Lau comprised of Vice-Chair, Ms. Seddon, Mr. Tabata, and Mr. Wicker, and 
allow the Vice-Chair to appointment three new members to a reconstituted Executive Director Search 
Committee? 
 
Motion to approve:  Ms. Seddon; Seconded: Mr. Tabata. 
 
Vice-Chair asked if there was anyone from the public who wished to give testimony.  There were none. 
 
Vice-Chair asked if there was any board discussion.  There was none. 
 
Vice-Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 9-0. 
 
Vice-Chair said that although the approval of the motion gave him the authority to appoint new 
members, he would prefer to take any volunteers. 
 
Mr.  Watts volunteered.   
 
Mr. Wicker also volunteered. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate interjected that Mr. Wicker’s volunteering might raise the appearance of impropriety 
because he was on the previous committee that was chosen by former Chair Lau. 
 
Mr. Wicker stated that he was absent from that meeting so would that still be an impropriety? 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate said he was appointed to the selection committee, so yes. 
 
Mr. Wicker asked if not him, could another representative from DBEDT be there as their DBEDT 
designee? 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate responded, if they cannot get enough volunteers that could fill the positions today that 
may be a consideration and asked if they could get just a couple of more volunteers. 
 
Mr. Okuhama said he would volunteer. 
 
Ms. Seddon asked who are the three volunteers? 
 
Vice-Chair said they have two volunteers, Mr. Watts and Mr. Okuhama. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate asked if one more person could volunteer. 
 
Ms. Seddon suggested that Mr. Hong volunteer. 
 
Mr. Hong acknowledged Ms. Seddon’s suggestion and added if Vice-Chair would like to appoint him, 
he will do it. 
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Vice-Chair said yes, he was planning on appointing Mr. Hong anyways if there were no further 
volunteers. 
 
Ms. Prescott-Tate said three was enough. 
 
Vice-Chair said, to reiterate, the reconstituted committee consists of Mr. Watts, Mr. Okuhama, and Mr. 
Hong.  Vice-Chair thanked them for volunteering. 

 
E. Old Business 

 
1. None 

 
F. Acting Executive Director’s Report 

 
1. None 

 
G. Adjourn 

 
Having no further business before the Board, Vice-Chair called for a Motion to Adjourn:  Ms. Seddon; 
Seconded: Mr. Watts. 
 
Vice-Chair asked if there was any discussion.  There was none.   
 
Vice-Chair called for the vote.  Hearing no objections the motion was approved: 9-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:51 p.m. 
 

Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on June 15, 2023, at 9 A.M. 
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ITEM D-1 

June 15, 2023 
 
Subject: Request for approval to issue new and amended revocable 

permits to The Davey Tree Expert Company and Davey Tree 
Surgery Company in Whitmore Village, Oahu, Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-
2-002:004 (por.), :009 (por.) 

 
Permittee:  The Davey Tree Expert Company, Davey Tree Surgery Company 
 
Authority:  163D-4(a)(5), Hawaii Revised Statutes 
 
Area:   21,393 gross square feet 
 
Field No(s).:  Bldg I, Bldg J (por.), Office A, Office B, Office C, parking area 
 
Tax Map Key:  (1) 7-1-002:004 (por.); :009 (por.) 
 
Land Status:  Acquired in fee by the Agribusiness Development Corporation in 

2013 and 2015 
 
Trust Land Status:  Section ___ lands of the Hawaii Admission Act 
     Yes ___ No  X 
 

DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Hawaii State 
Constitution?  Yes ___ No  X 
 

Zoning:  AG-1 
 
Character of Use:  Parking, storage, and office space 
 
Land Doc. Type:  Revocable Permit 
 
Term:  Month-to-month (annual renewal) 
 
Rental Rate:  Parking/storage $0.10/sf/mo 21,060 sf $2,106/mo 
  Office space  $0.60/sf/mo 450.5 sf $270.30/mo 
  Annual Rent: $28,515.60/year 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) and The Davey Tree Expert 
Company (Davey Tree Expert) executed Revocable Permit No. RP16-01 on March 1, 
2016 for 224 sq. ft. of office space, 5,000 sq. ft. of covered storage space, and 10,000 

024



Request for approval to issue new and amended revocable permits to The Davey Tree Expert 
Company and Davey Tree Surgery Company in Whitmore Village, Oahu, Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-2-
002:004 (por.), :009 (por.) 
June 15, 2023 
Page 2 of 4 
 
sq. ft. of parking area. Davey Tree Expert had been gradually expanding their operation 
and the expansion resulted in a certain amount of encroachment upon the premises of 
an adjacent tenant, Dole Food Company, Inc. (Dole). 
 
In September 2020, after reaching agreement with Dole to allow Davey Tree Expert to 
take over a portion of Building J, ADC Board of Directors (Board) approved Davey Tree 
Expert’s request to include 5,460 sq. ft. of Building J (por) for the purpose of equipment 
storage. On December 1, 2020, ADC and Davey Tree Expert executed RP257-21-01 for 
5,224 sq. ft. of office space, 5,460 sq. ft. of Building J (por) of storage space, and 10,000 
sq. ft. of parking area.  RP16-01 was terminated. 
 
In mid-2021, Davey Tree Surgery Company (Davey Tree Surgery), an allied company 
with The Davey Tree Expert Company, approached ADC seeking space at Whitmore 
Ag-Tech Park. Agreement was reached between Davey Tree Expert and Davey Tree 
Surgery (jointly, the “Davey Tree Companies”) to seek a joint permit that would include 
additional office space for Davey Tree Surgery. The Board approved the request at their 
meeting on June 23, 2021. On July 29, 2021, ADC and Davey Tree Companies 
executed RP-W257-21-02 for 5,600 sq. ft. of Building I, 5,460 sq. ft. of Building J (por) 
for storage space, 333 sq. ft. of Building E (por) for office space, and 10,000 sq. ft. of 
parking area. RP257-21-01 was terminated. 
 
On March 16, 2023, the Board approved a new and amended revocable permit for an 
additional 117.5 sq. ft. of office space in Building E.  This revocable permit has not yet 
been issued.   
 
Due to the recent discovery of the presence of lead and asbestos in the paint of Bldg I, 
and several similar and adjacent buildings, Davey Tree Companies were given a Notice 
to Vacate by May 12, 2023 to adjacent property. 
 
REQUEST:1 
The Davey Tree Companies request the following: 1) that the joint revocable permit RP-
W257-21-02 between The Davey Tree Expert Company and Davey Tree Surgery 
Company be terminated effective May 12, 2023; 2) and that separate revocable permits 
be issued to each of the companies that reflects the relocation from Bldg I and Bldg J 
(por.) to an adjacent non-designated open space due to the presence of lead and 
asbestos in those buildings (Exhibit A). 
 

The Davey Tree Expert Company as of May 13, 2023 

Premises Sq. Ft. (Area) $/Sq. Ft./Mo Monthly Rent Assessment 

Office A (keep) 218.0 $0.60 $130.80 

Office B (keep) 115.0 $0.60 $69.00 

 
1 Footprint of the premises for The Davey Tree Expert Company is still under discussion and may 
be adjusted. Any adjustments to footprint will be reported at the following meeting.  
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Bldg I (withdraw) -[5,600] $0.10 0 

Parking/storage (keep) 10,000 $0.10 1,000.00 

Parking/storage (add) 20,000 $0.10 $2,000 

Total 30,333  $3,199.80 
 
 

Davey Tree Surgery Company as of May 13, 2023 

Premises Sq. Ft. (Area) $/Sq. Ft./Mo Monthly Rent Assessment 

Office C (current) 117.5 $0.60 $70.50 

Bldg J por. (withdraw) -[5460] $0.10 0 

Parking/storage (add) 6,000 $0.10 $600.00 

Total 6,117.5  $670.50 
 
WATER NEEDS AND SOURCE OF WATER: 
The Board of Water Supply provides water to the Whitmore Ag-Tech Park. Other than 
minimal needs for washing their small fleet of vehicles, the Davey Tree Companies do 
not require water for their operations.  
 
OPERATIONAL PLAN: 
Davey Tree Companies will continue to alternate locations within ADC owned property to 
house their administrative offices, store fleet vehicles and equipment, and provide 
parking for staff. 
 
CONSERVATION PLAN: 
N/A 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The Davey Tree Companies are tenants in good standing with ADC, current on all rents 
and obligations. This Request is due to the discovery of the presence lead and asbestos 
in Bldg I and Bldg J.2 Approval of the Request represents a $1,494.00/month 
($17,928.00/year) increase in rental income to ADC. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Based on the foregoing, staff recommends that the Board approve the Request noted above, 
subject to the following conditions: 

 
2 ADC is having all other buildings on the site tested for hazardous materials. Should the inspection lead to 
the discovery of hazardous materials in the office space occupied by The Davey Tree Companies, it may be 
necessary to amend the revocable permits in the near future. 
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1. Davey Tree Companies shall procure all appropriate policies of insurance sufficient to 
cover the office space, and parking/storage property subject to the new revocable 
permits; and 

2. Rental rates for office space shall be $0.60/sq ft/month; rental rate for parking/storage 
shall be $0.10/sq ft/month; and 

3. The new revocable permits shall be effective as of May 13, 2023; and 
4. The rent reduction shall be effective as of May 12, 2023; and 
5. All other material terms and conditions shall remain the same.  

 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
      Mark H. Takemoto 
      Acting Executive Director 
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ITEM D-2 

June 15, 2023 
 
Subject: Request for approval to amend Lease Agreement No. LE-W257-

22-01 issued to Ohana Hui Ventures, Inc. in Whitmore Village, 
Oahu, Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-2-002:004 (por.) 

 
Lessee:  Ohana Hui Ventures, Inc. 
 
Authority:  163D-4(a)(5), Hawaii Revised Statutes 
 
Area:   16,380 gross square feet 
 
Field No(s).:  Bldg H, Bldg K, Bldg G 
 
Tax Map Key:  (1) 7-1-002:004 (por.) 
 
Land Status:  Acquired in fee by the Agribusiness Development Corporation in 

2015 
 
Trust Land Status:  Section ___ lands of the Hawaii Admission Act 
     Yes ___ No  X 
 

DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Hawaii State 
Constitution?  Yes ___ No  X 
 

Zoning:  AG-1 
 
Character of Use:  Parking, storage 
 
Land Doc. Type:  Lease 
 
Term:  3 years (currently in year 1) 
 
Rental Rate:  Bldg H  $0.10/sf/mo 1,000 sf $100.00/mo 
  Bldg K  $0.10/sf/mo 1,700 sf $170.00/mo 
  Bldg G  $0.10/sf/mo 13,680 sf $1,368.00/mo 
  Annual Rent: $28,515.60/year 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Ohana Hui Ventures, Inc. (OHV) is a domestic profit corporation established in 2018 by 
Scott Wong as a corporate entity for ventures engaged in Hawaii agriculture, multi-media 
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production, training, and industrial hemp farming. OHV partners with local organizations 
such as Friends of Waimanalo.  
 
The Board of Directors (Board) of the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) 
approved the issuance of revocable permit RP-W257-21-03 to OHV at their meeting on 
August 25, 2021 for 13,680 square feet of Bldg G (por.) in Whitmore Village (executed 
on November 30, 2021). At their meeting on June 15, 2022, the Board terminated RP-
W257-21-02 and further approved lease agreement LE-W57-22-01 that included Bldg H 
and Bldg K along with the 13,680 square feet of Bldg G (por.), effective August 1,2022 
(Lease).  
 
Due to the recent discovery of the presence of lead and asbestos in several similar and 
adjacent buildings, OHV was given a Notice to Vacate Bldgs H, K, and G  by May 12, 
2023, and move to adjacent property.  
 
LAND REQUEST: 
Staff requests that the Lease be amended to withdraw Bldgs H, K, and G (por.) from the 
Lease, and add 16,380 square feet of non-designated open space for storage and 
parking purposes, due to the presence of lead and asbestos in Bldgs H, K, and G (por.) 
(Exhibit A). 
 

Ohana Hui Ventures, Inc. as of May 13, 2023 

Premises Sq. Ft. (Area) $/Sq. Ft./Mo Monthly Rent Assessment 

Bldg H (withdraw) -[1,000] $0.10 0 

Bldg K (withdraw) -[1,700] $0.10 0 

Bldg G (withdraw) -[13,680] $0.10 0 

Non-designated (add) 16,380 $0.10 $1,638.00 

Total 10,000  $1,638.00 
 
WATER NEEDS AND SOURCE OF WATER: 
The Board of Water Supply provides water to the Whitmore Ag-Tech Park. OHV uses 
the site to store vehicles and farm equipment and has minimal need for water.   
 
OPERATIONAL PLAN: 
OHV will continue to use the new location to store farm vehicles and farm equipment, 
and provide parking for staff. 
 
CONSERVATION PLAN: 
N/A 
 
DISCUSSION: 
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OHV is a tenant in good standing with ADC, current on all rents and obligations. This 
Request is due to the presence of lead and asbestos in Bldgs H, K, and G (por.). 
Approval of the Request is budget neutral. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Based on the foregoing, staff recommends that the Board approve the Request noted above, 
subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The amendment shall be effective as of May 12, 2023; and 
2. OHV shall procure all appropriate policies of insurance pursuant to the terms of the most 

recent and current lease form, sufficient to cover the amended leased area; and 
3. The rate for the open space shall be $0.10/sq ft/month; and 
4. All other material terms and conditions shall remain the same. 

 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
      Mark H. Takemoto 
      Acting Executive Director 
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ITEM D-3 

June 15, 2023 
 
Subject: Request for approval to amend Lease Agreement No. LE-W1502 

issued to Dole Food Company, Inc. in Whitmore Village, Oahu, 
Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-1-002:004 (por.) 

 
Permittee:  Dole Food Company, Inc. 
 
Authority:  163D-4(a)(5), Hawaii Revised Statutes 
 
Area:   11,265 gross square feet 
 
Field No(s).:  Bldg C, Bldg D, Bldg J (por.) 
 
Tax Map Key:  (1) 7-1-002:004 (por.) 
 
Land Status:  Acquired in fee by the Agribusiness Development Corporation in 

2015 
 
Trust Land Status:  Section ___ lands of the Hawaii Admission Act 
     Yes ___ No  X 
 

DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Hawaii State 
Constitution?  Yes ___ No  X 
 

Zoning:  AG-1 
 
Character of Use:  Office, conference space, storage/mechanical 
 
Land Doc. Type:  Lease 
 
Term:  10 years (currently in year 8) 
 
Rental Rate:  Bldg C  $0.60/sf/mo 5,550 sf $3,330.00/mo 
  Bldg D  $0.20/sf/mo 1,375 sf $275.00/mo 
  Bldg J (por.) $0.10/sf/mo 4,340 sf $434.00/mo 
  Annual Rent: $48,468/year 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) purchased TMK (1) 7-1-002:004 from 
Dole Food Company, Inc. (Dole) in 2015. The purchase of the property included a lease-
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back provision with Dole that included Bldgs C, D, and J. Lease Agreement No. LE-
W1502 was effective February 26, 2015 (Lease).  
 
At their meeting on September 23, 2020, the Board of Directors (Board) of ADC 
approved an amendment to the Lease to withdraw 5,460 square feet of Bldg J from the 
original area, leaving Dole with 4,340 square feet of Bldg J (por.).  
 
Due to the recent discovery of the presence of lead and asbestos in several similar and 
adjacent buildings, Dole was given a Notice to Vacate Bldg J (por) by May 12, 2023. 
 
LAND REQUEST: 
Staff requests that the Lease be amended to remove Bldg J (por.) from the Lease due to 
the presence of lead and asbestos in the building.  
 

Dole Food Company, Inc. as of May 13, 2023 

Premises Sq. Ft. (Area) $/Sq. Ft./Mo Monthly Rent Assessment 

Bldg C (keep) 5,550 $0.60 $3,330.00 

Bldg D (keep) 1,375 $0.20 $275.00 

Bldg J (withdraw) -[4,340] $0.10 -[$434.00] 

Total 6,925  $3,605.00 
 
WATER NEEDS AND SOURCE OF WATER: 
The Board of Water Supply provides potable water to the Whitmore Ag-Tech Park and 
the Dole premises. 
 
OPERATIONAL PLAN: 
Dole will continue to use Bldg C for office and administrative purposes and Bldg D for 
conference activities. 
 
CONSERVATION PLAN: 
N/A 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Dole a tenant in good standing with ADC, current on all rents and obligations. This 
Request is due to the discovery of the presence of lead and asbestos in Bldg J.1 
Approval of the Request represents a $434/month ($5,208/year) decrease in rental 
income to ADC. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
1 ADC is having all other buildings on the site tested for hazardous materials.  Should the inspection lead to 
the discovery of hazardous materials in the space occupied by Dole, it may be necessary to amend the Lease 
in the near future.   
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Based on the foregoing, staff recommends that the Board approve the Request noted above, 
subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. Dole shall procure all appropriate policies of insurance pursuant to the terms of the 
most recent and current permit form, sufficient to cover the office space and 
conference room; and 

2. Rental rates for office space shall be $0.60/sq ft/month; rental rate for conference 
room shall be $0.20/sq ft/month; and 

3. The amendment and rent reduction shall be effective as of May 12, 2023; and 
4. All other material terms and conditions shall remain the same.  

 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
      Mark H. Takemoto 
      Acting Executive Director 
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ITEM E-1 

June 15, 2023 
 
Subject: Update regarding ADC-owned buildings in Whitmore Village, Oahu, 

Hawaii, TMK (1) 7-1-002:004, :009 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND: 
ADC is the current owner of former Dole Food Company lands and infrastructure located 
on Whitmore Avenue in Wahiawa.  During high wind events in March and April 2023, 
corrugated metal panels and other debris began blowing off the roof of several open bay 
steel and metal framed structures.  Due to the emergency created by the high winds and 
flying debris, ADC contracted with a roofing company to remove the lose corrugated 
metal panels and then re-roof the structures.  On April 24, 2023, the contractor 
performed a pre-demolition hazardous material assessment.   
 
On May 11, 2023, ADC was verbally informed that the hazardous material assessment 
revealed the presence of lead and asbestos within the open bay steel and metal 
structures.  On May 12, 2023, ADC received a brief preliminary report on the hazardous 
material assessment.1  After review of the preliminary report, and in an abundance of 
caution, ADC asked the tenants of the open bay structures to move to other areas of 
ADC’s property by close of business on Friday, May 12, 2023. 
 
ADC received the lab results on May 16, 2023.  See Exhibits A and B.2  The lab reports 
identified the presence of asbestos and lead in the steel and metal framed structures.  It 
was noted that the corrugated roof panels were safely removed, along with all visible 
dust and contaminated debris.  The work was performed in strict compliance with all 
applicable EPA, OSHA, and State Department of Health laws and rules.  The lab results 
indicated that samples collected during the roof panel removal were below the OSHA 
permissible exposure limit for lead and asbestos.      
 
Upon first learning of the hazardous materials finding, ADC notified and obtained advice 
from the State Department of Health, Asbestos and Lead Program, and the Clean Air 
Branch.  ADC is in the process of procuring the services of a hazardous waste 
assessment team to test other buildings in the area that were built around the same time 
as the open bay structures.  Once this testing is completed, and the test results are 
received, the information will be provided to the board for future planning purposes. 

 
1  The preliminary report received by ADC on May 13, 2023 consisted of the first eight pages of the attachment 
dated May 8, 2023, entitled “Pre-Demolition Hazardous Material Assessment Report.”   
2 Please note that the Ashe Group LLC letter signed by Arther Clayton is dated April 25, 2022.  See Exhibit B.  
The letter dated April 25, 2022, the Analytical Reports (dated May 15, 2023), and the lab collection reports 
(dated May 8, 2023) were all received by ADC on May 16, 2023.   
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ITEM E-2 

June 15, 2023 
 
Subject: Update on the progress of the Executive Director Search 

Committee 
 

 
 
On May 30, 2023, the Executive Director Search Committee (Committee) was appointed 
and given the following six tasks to perform: 
 
1) The Committee shall develop an application process for non-civil service 

applicants. 
 
2) The Committee shall develop a solicitation/advertisement for the position of 

executive director.  
 
3) The Committee shall select a method of posting the 

solicitation/advertisement and post the solicitation/advertisement. 
 
4) The Committee shall develop criteria for ranking the applicants. 
 
5) The Committee shall accept the applications and conduct initial review and 

ranking of the applicants. 
 
6) The Committee shall narrow the selection of the top two or three candidates 

and report their findings to the Board. 
 
The Committee drafted the ADC job description and submitted it to the Director of the 
Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT) for approval on 
May 31, 2023.  The Committee discussed the application process and decided to request 
that applicants fill out the State of Hawaii Non-Civil Service Employment Form and provide 
a resume with cover letter.  The Committee discussed where the job solicitation should be 
posted and how long the job solicitation should be posted.  The Committee decided that 
the job should be posted on the State job site, the ADC, DBEDT, and HDOA website, and 
be as widely distributed as possible by asking partner agencies such as the Farm Bureau, 
UH Go Farm Hawaii, and the Hawaii Farmers Union United to post the job notice on their 
websites.  The Committee decided to accept applications for twenty-one days.  The 
DBEDT Director approved the job description on June 5, 2023 and the job opening was 
posted that same day.    
 
ADC Executive Director Job Posting 
 
The Committee decided that all applications will be directed to a neutral third party, who 
will receive all the applications until the June 26, 2023 closing date. 
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Update on the progress of the Executive Director Search Committee  
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Page 2 of 2 
 
 
The first three tasks assigned to the Committee have been completed.  
 
The Committee is now drafting criteria for ranking the applicants.    
 
On June 27, 2023, or shortly thereafter the Committee will meet and review the 
applications, schedule and hold interviews, narrow the candidate selection to three 
individuals, then complete and present its report with findings and recommendations to 
the full Board.  The timeframe within which the three-candidate selection will be completed 
depends upon the number of applications received.   
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ITEM F 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S UPDATE 

 
June 15, 2023 

 
 

1. Legislative items  
a. HB1426 Related to Value-added Products – Food and Product Innovation 

Network – did not pass 
b. HB852 Related to State Enterprise Zones – Adds value-added agriculture 

products to enterprise zones – did not pass 
c. SB818 Related to Aquaculture – Move aquaculture from HDOA to ADC – 

did not pass 
d. Waiahole debt relief – Requested $4MM funds to pay off debt – did not 

pass 
e. HB690 Hawaii Agricultural Investment Program – did not pass 
f. AAHOAKA reservoir improvements – $1.1MM ADC requested funds and 

will transfer to DAGS to complete improvements on the reservoir. Kalepa, 
Kauai 

g. Reservoir 155 & 225 improvements – $6.7MM ADC requested funds for 
HDOA to complete the improvements to the two reservoirs. Kunia, Oahu 

h. Agriculture Worker Housing – ADC requested $6.5MM, $5MM in budget to 
purchase agriculture housing. 

i. Purchase of agricultural land – $3MM in budget to purchase Dole parcel.  
j. Central Oahu Food Hub – ADC requested $5.65MM to complete project, 

funds in DAGS budget.  
k. Purchase of Whitmore property – $3MM requested for parcel adjacent 

Wahiawa Value-Added Product Development Center, funds not approved 
l. Galbraith field clean up – ADC requested $500K, funds not approved 
m. Slaughterhouse – ADC requested $1MM FY24 and $3MM FY25, funds 

approved $4MM for FY25 
n. Food and Product Innovation Network – $10MM ADC working with 

UHCDC, develop food and product innovation facility for Hawaii County, 
Maui County, Kauai County, and Oahu County.  

o. Wahiawa Wastewater Treatment Facility water reuse – $90MM ADC to 
connect treated wastewater to reservoir for use as irrigation water. ADC 
working with C&C of Honolulu.  

p. Related to the Wahiawa Irrigation System operation – $800K to operate the 
system if needed in FY24. 
 

Note: Budgeted items are pending Governor’s approval and subject to change. If the 
Governor intends to veto a bill or a budgeted item, the Governor must inform the 
Legislature by June 26, 2023 and deliver the veto by July 11, 2023. 
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2. Wahiawa Irrigation System Due Diligence: related to SB833 passed in the 2023 
legislative session.  

a. ADC is to perform due diligence on the entire ditch system and five (5) of 
the parcels owned by Sustainable Hawaii (SH). The study is for the approx. 
30 miles of the ditch system, surveying the SH parcels including a Phase I 
and Phase II if needed.  

b. The cost estimate is $770,154.00 the funds are being transferred from 
Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA) to ADC. Money part of 2022 
budget 

c. We expect to receive preliminary information by the end of the calendar 
year. 

d. The study results from ADC, DLNR, and HDOA will be complied by the 
HDOA consultant.  

 
3. Purchase of Wells #24, #25, and #26 

a. Close of purchase delayed, final land court documents filing and recording. 
Closing expected June or July 2023 
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