
Shall the Authority Approve a Finding of No Significant Impact for the 
Final Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Early Education Center 

in the Kakaako Waterfront Park Area, Tax Map Key No.:  (1) 2-1-060:  
008 (Por.), in Accordance with HRS Chapter 343? 

 
Staff Report 
June 24, 2015 

 
 
Background:  An Environmental Assessment was initiated for the proposed action to 
develop an early education center in the Kakaako Waterfront Park, as required by §343-5(a), 
Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”), for any project that proposes use of State lands.  The 
subject parcel is currently owned and maintained by the Hawaii Community Development 
Authority (“HCDA”) for Park use. 

Discussion:  On October 28, 2014, the HCDA transmitted a Draft Environmental 
Assessment (“DEA”) and Anticipated Finding of No Significant Impact (“DEA-AFONSI”) 
for the proposed project to the Office of Environmental Quality Control.  The DEA-AFONSI 
was published in the Environmental Notice on November 8, 2014.  Agencies and 
organizations with possible interest in the project were consulted during the review of the 
DEA. 

Comments were received from a number of agencies, including: 

State of Hawaii 

1. Department of Accounting and General Services, 

2. Department of Health – Clean Water Branch, 

3. Department of Health – Environmental Planning Office, 

4. Department of Health – Hazard Evaluation and Emergency Response, 

5. Department of Transportation – Airports Division, 

6. Department of Transportation – Highways Division, 

7. HCDA, 

8. Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 

9. Office of Planning, 

10. Department of Land and Natural Resources – Engineering; Land 
Division, 
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11. Department of Land and Natural Resources – Commission on Water 
Resource Management, 

City and County of Honolulu 

12. Department of Environmental Services, 

13. Department of Community Services, 

14. Department of Planning and Permitting, 

15. Department of Transportation Services, 

16. Honolulu Fire Department, and 

17. Honolulu Police Department. 

Comments received were responded to in the Final Environmental Assessment (“FEA”) 
(Exhibit A).  Potential impacts identified included: 

 Potential risk of hazardous material, 

 Underlying soil conditions, 

 Traffic and parking, 

 Recreational park use, and 

 Coastal zone management and flooding. 

Appropriate assessments and information were provided to support statements that the 
proposed action of developing an early education center in the Kakaako Waterfront Park will 
have no significant impact.  A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment was completed.  A 
Geotechnical Engineering Study was completed.  A Draft Traffic Management Plan and 
Traffic Assessment was completed.  A Cultural Resources Report was referenced.  A Special 
Management Area Minor Permit was approved by the State Office of Planning on December 
12, 2014 in accordance with Coastal Zone Management policies HRS, §205A-2 and §15-
150-6, Hawaii Administrative Rules (“HAR”) (Exhibit B). 

The State Historic Preservation Division did not comment on either the DEA, or on an 
opinion previously offered by the HCDA on December 3, 2014 that the site, which was 
previously landfill, does not likely pose impact to cultural resources.  

As the Approving Agency, the HCDA is responsible for making a determination for the FEA, 
per §11-200-11.2, HAR.  Applying the significance criteria of §11-200-12, HAR, the HCDA 
shall issue a notice of determination for the FEA either noting that the proposed action may 
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have a significant effect, or is not likely to have a significant effect.  A determination of 
significant effect would serve as an Environmental Impact Statement preparation notice, in 
accordance with §11-200-9, HAR.  A determination of not likely having a significant effect 
would serve as a negative declaration in accordance with §11-200-9, HAR. 

In considering the significance of potential environmental effects, the Approving Agency 
shall consider the sum of effects on the quality of the environment, and shall evaluate the 
overall and cumulative effects of the proposed action, as required by and based on the criteria 
provided in §11-200-12, HAR. 

The FEA adequately responds to each of the required criteria of significance, and it is 
reasonable for the HCDA to determine that the proposed early education center will not have 
a significant effect on the environment, warranting a Finding of No Significant Impact. 

Recommendation:  Staff recommends that the Authority approve a Finding of No 
Significant Impact for the Final Environmental Assessment for the proposed early education 
center in the Kakaako Waterfront Park area, Tax Map Key No.:  (1) 2-1-060:  008 (Por.), in 
accordance with HRS Chapter 343. 

 
Attachments: Exhibit A – Environmental Assessment 
 Exhibit B – Special Management Area Minor Approval 
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Mr. Taeyong Kim
December 8,2014
Page 3

8. Under Section 4,0 (Necessary Permits and Approvals), the Department o{
Planning and Permitting, not DES, issues grading and stoclipiting permits.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Draft EA.

Should you have any questions, please contact Adrian Siu-Li of our staff at 76S-8091.

Very truly yours,

-g/{f /
George l. Atta, FAICP
Director

GIA:bkg
1 1 97109



Environmental Communications. Inc.

December 23,2014

Mr. George I. Atta, FAICP
Director
Department of Planning and Permitting
650 South King Street, 7th Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Kakaako First School
Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii
TMK: (1) 2-l-060: 008 Por.

Dear Mr. Atta,

Thank you for your comments of December 8, 2014 regarding the subject project. We
Have reviewed your comments and offer the following:

1. The Environmental Assessment has been revised to include statement on the
proposed project's consistency with the City and County of Honolulu's General
Plan and Primary Urban Center.

2- Thank you for your comment regarding the pedestrian experience from the project
site to the bus transit stops. The project site is located adjacent to the Kakaako
Gateway Park which features a pleasant tree-lined wallcvay that terminates at Ala
Moana Boulevard. This two block walk is the most open pedestrian experience in
Kakaako and will remain so in the future as the Gateway Park is a central element
in the Kakaako Makai Plan. No direct sidewalk from the school campus to the
Gateway Park is planned at this time, and any improvement as such would be
underthe purview of the Hawaii Community Development Authority which is
responsible for the Waterfront Park.

We concur that pubic art is a desirable element in creating a sense of place. This
will be taken in to consideration during the design process.

3. A traffic study is presently being conducted for the proposed project and we
will inform the traffic engineering consultant of your department's
recommendation.

4. Thank you for your information regarding sea level rise assessment. This will
be taken in to consideration and if we require any additional information or
assistance, we will contact the COE Engineering and Construction Technical
Branch.

P.O. Box 236097 .Honolulu . Hawaii '96823
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B.

Environmental Communications, lnc.

Thank you for this clarification. The Environmental Assessment will be
revised to state that only the ewa makai corner is located within zone AE and
VE.

We understand that sewage capacity is subject to reservation and approval of
sewer connection application. We also understand that this connection may
be subject to a paymentto the Wastewater System Facility Charge.

We apologize for this error. You are correct in that the State is responsible
for the proposed drainage system. This will be revised in the Environmental
Assessment.

We understand that grading and stockpiling permits are subject to approval
by the Department of Planning and Permitting. This will be clarified in the
Environmental Assessment.

We appreciate your comments and participation in the environmental review
process,

Environmental Communications, Inc.

P.O. Box 236097 Honolulu . Hawaii .96823
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TP11t14-588008R
December 3,2014

Mr. Taeyong Kim
Planning Consultant
Environmental Communications, lnc.
P.O. Box 236097
Honolulu, Hawaii 96823

Dear Mr. Kim:

SUBJECT: Draft EnvironmentalAssessment (DEA) for Kakaako First School
Kakaako, Oahu, Hawaii

ln response to your DEA submittalfor Kakaako First School, we have the
following comments:

1. The design of the project should be consistent with the City's Complete
Streets ordinance and include features to encourage walking, bicycling
and use of public transit. consideration shourd be given to the
connectivity between modes such as the availability and quality of
pedestrian and cycling access to transit and facilities.

2. on-site bicycle facilities for the project shourd be anticipated and
accommodated.

All access driveways to the project site should be kept safe for pedestrians
and bicyclists to traverse.

Drop-off and pick'up areas for the school shall be accommodated on-site
of the school.

The area Neighborhood Board, as well as the area residents, businesses,
emergency personnel, oahu Transit services, Inc. (TheBus), etc., should
be kept apprised of the details of the proposed pCIect and the impacts,
particularly during construction, the project may have on the adjoining
local street area network.

3.

4.

5.
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6. Any construction materials and equipment should be transferred to and
from the project site during off-peak traffic hours (8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.)
to minimize any possible disruption to traffic on the local streets.

7. A street usage permit from the City's Department of Transportation
Services should be obtained for any construction-related work that may
require the temporary closure of any traffic lane on a City street.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter. Should you have any
questions, please contact Renee Yamasaki of my staff at 768-8383.

Very truly yours,

Michael D. Formby
Director



Environmental Communications, lnc.

December 23,2014

Mr. Michael D. Formby
Director
Deparfrnent of Transportation Services
650 South King Street, 3rd Floor
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Kakaako First School
Honolulu, Oahu" Hawaii
TMK: (l) 2-l-060: 008 Por.

Dear Mr. Formby,

Thank you for your comments of December 3,2014 regarding the subject project. We
Have reviewed your comments and offer the following:

1. Thank you for the information regarding the City's Complete Streets ordinance-
The proposed site is located very close to the Kakaako Gateway Park which is a
central element in the overall Makai Area Plan. As such, it is very pedestrian

friendly and provides convenient access to public transportation routes.

2. Your suggestion regarding bicycle facilities is noted and will be considered as the

design process develops.

3. The proposed First School is unique in that it does not have a dedicated
access driveway and rather, shares the common driveways that access the
Kakaako Waterfront Park. With this in mind, the access to parking lot for
pedestrians and biryclists is adequate.

4. The First School is access through the parking lot of the Kakaako Waterfront
Park A dedicated access point for pick-ups and drop-offs is included in the
design of the project however it is not possible to include vehicular access

on-site within the schools metes and bounds.

5. We stand advised regarding communication to affected pariles during the
construction and operations phases ofthe proposed project.

6. We stand advised regarding traffic impacts that may occur from the delivery
of material or the transport of construction equipment. These activities will
occur during off-peak hours.

7. We stand advised that a street usage permit will be require for any
construction related work that may require the temporary closure of any City
traffic lane.

P.O" Box 236097 'Honolulu . Hawaii '96823



Environmental Cornmunications, lnc.

We appreciate your comments and participation in the environmental review

Taeyong Kim
Environmental Communications, Inc.

P.O. Box 236097 'Honolulu . Hawaii . 96823
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KIRK CALDWELL
MAYOR

MANUEL P. NEVES
FIRE CHIEF

LIONEL CAMARA JR
DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF

December 2,2014

Mr. Taeyong Kim, Planning Consultant
Environmental Communications, lnc.
P.O. Box 236097
Honolulu, Hawaii 96823

Dear Mr. Kim:

Subject Draft Environmental Assessment
Kakaako First School
Tax Map Key: 2-1-060: 008 (Portion)

ln response to your letter postmarked November 8,2014, regarding the above-
mentioned subject, the Honolulu Fire Department (HFD) requires that the following be
complied with:

1. Fire department access roads shall be provided such that any portion
of the facility or any portion of an exterior wall of the first story of the
building is located not more than 150 feet from fire department access
roads as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the
building or facility. (National Fire Protection Association INFPA] 1,

Uniform Fire Code [UFC]rM, 2006 Edition, Section 18.2.3.2.2.)

A fire department access road shall extend to within 50 ft of at least
one exterior door that can be opened from the outside and that
provides access to the interior of the building. (NFPA 1, UFCTM, 2006
Edition, Section 1e.2.3.2.1 .)

2. A water supply approved by the county, capable of supplying the
required fire flow for fire protection, shall be provided to all premises
upon which facilities or buildings, or portions thereof, are hereafter
constructed, or moved into or within the county. When any portion of
the facility or building is in excess of 150 feet from a water supply on a
fire apparatus access road, as measured by an approved route around



Mr. Taeyong Kim, Planning Consultant
Page 2
November 26,2014

the exterior of the facility or building, on-site fire hydrants and mains
capable of supplying the required fire flow shall be provided when
required by the AHJ [Authority Having Jurisdiction]. (NFPA 1, UFCTM,

2006 Edition, Section 18.3.1, as amended.)

3. The unobstructed width and unobstructed vertical clearance of a fire
apparatus access road shall meet county requirements. (NFPA 1,

UFCTM, 2006 Edition, Section 18.2.3.4.1.1, as amended.)

4. Submit civil drawings to the HFD for review and approval.

Should you have questions, please contact Battalion Chief Terry Seelig of our Fire
Prevention Bureau at 723-7 151 or tseelig@honolulu.gov.

Sincerely,

SOCRATES D. BRATAKOS
Assistant Chief

SDB/SY:bh

cc: Daniel Simonich
Hawaii Community Development Authority



Environmental Communications, lnc.

December 23,2014

Mr. Socrates D. Bratakos
Assistant Chief
Honolulu Fire Department
636 South Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 1 3-5007

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Kakaako First School
Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii
TMK: (l) 2-1-060: 008 Por.

Dear Assistant Chief Bratakos,

Thank you for your comments of December 2,2014 regarding the subject project. We
have reviewed your comments and offer the following:

1. A fire equipment lane in conformance with the Uniform Fire Code will be
provided through the school campus.

2. Two fire hydrants that will added along the fire lane and will ensure that adequate
fire flow will be provided to portions of the school.

3. The aforementioned fire land will conform with Countywidth and height
clearance requirements for fire apparatus..

4. Civil engineering drawings will be submitted to HFD at the appropriate
permitting stage.

We appreciate your comments and participation in the environmental review

Environmental Communications, Inc.

P.O. Box 236097 'Honolulu . Hawaii . 96823
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KIRK CALDWELL
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CHIEF
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MARIE A. McCAULEY

DEPUTY CHIEFS

oUR REFERENC, MT-LS

December 4,2014

Mr. Taeyong Kim
Environmental Communications, lnc.
P.O. Box 236097
Honolulu, Hawaii 96823

Dear Mr. Kim:

This is in response to your letter requesting comments on a Draft Environmental
Assessment for the proposed Kakaako First School project located at 709 Kelikoi
Street.

The Honolulu Police Department has reviewed this project and has concerns regarding
the safe flow of vehicular traffic, pedestrian passage, and security topics in the project
area.

The project area is in a community currently occupied by the University of Hawaii
Medical School and Children's Discovery Center and is inhabited by residentially
challenged persons. We recommend that the construction vehicles use Cooke Street
(only to llalo Street) and then llalo Street to Ward Avenue. The Ewa end (from Cooke
Street) of the Kakaako Waterfront Park's parking lot should be fenced for a straight
in/straight out access with a turn-around area for large construdion vehicles. Providing
a fenced area for the construction vehicles use should mitigate pedestrian safety
hazards.

The use of Ohe Street, Koula Street, Ahui Street, and Keawe Street should be strictly
prohibited by construction vehicles because of the narrow road ways and high
pedestrian traffic.

The developer should also consider effects to the community caused by vehicles
moving in and out of the area during the school's operating hours. We recommend a
designated area for supplemental parking and student drop offs and pickups to avoid
traffic congestion during the school's operating hours. The use of traffic monitor
personnel should be considered during "high traffic" times. We also recommend that

Suving and Protccting Wi th Abha
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the Department of Transportation evaluate the addition of traffic lights at the
intersections of Cooke StreeUllalo Street, Ohe StreeU llalo Street, and Ahui StreeUllalo
Street to provide pedestrian and vehicle management.

Section 2.2.4 titled School Operations in the provided Draft EnvironmentalAssessment
states the schoolwill be secured by a fence for student safety. The Children's
Discovery Center, located in the project area, is having problems with trespassing,
criminal property damages to the buildings, graffiti, and health safety issues. The
minimum 10 feet in height perimeter fence should deter trespassers from entering on to
the school's property. We hlghly recommend the use of private security be used on
school grounds during nonoperating hours to further mitigate issues of security and
safety for students, staff, and grounds protection

lf there are any questions, please call Major Roy Sugimoto of District 1 (Central
Honolulu) a1723-3327.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project.

Sincerely,

LOUIS M, KEALOHA
Chief of Police

Management Analyst Vl
Office of the Chief

cc: Mr. Daniel Simonich, Hawaii Community
Development Authority



Environmental Communications, lnc.

December 23,2014

Mr. Mark Tsuyemura
Management Analyst VI
office of the Chief of Police
Honolulu Police Department
801 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment
Kakaako First School
Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii
TMK: (1) 2-l-060: 008 Por.

Dear Mr. Tsuyemura,

Thank you for your comments of December 4, 2014 regarding the subject project. We have
reviewed your comments and offer the following:

1. We have taken your comment regarding site access during the construction phase into
consideration and will provide this information to the selected contractor for appropriate
implementation.

2. We understand that Ohe, Koula, Ahui and Keawe Streets should not be used by
construction vehicles due to the narrow roadways and high pedestrian volumes. This
information will also be provided to the selected contractor for appropriate coordination.

3. We stand advised regarding community impacts that may be caused by the addition
of the First School project. A traffic management plan is presently under
consideration and your suggestions will be taken into advisement and
implementation whenever practicable.

4. Thank you for informing us of the current security condition of the adjacent use.

While the addition of a 10-foot perimeter fence is not likely, your comment will
require the proposed applicant to seriously consider alternatives for the safety of
the school grounds. Your recommendations are well received and will be
thoughtfully considered.

We appreciate your comments and participation in the environmental review process.

Sincerely,

Environmental Communications,

P.O. Box 236097 Honolulu . Hawaii . 96823
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