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Berhanu, Sergut

From: DBEDT HCDA Contact
Sent: Friday, June 2, 2023 12:38 PM
To: Reed, Renee L; Tam, Ryan AM; Berhanu, Sergut
Cc: Nakamoto, Craig K
Subject: FW: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15}

From: HawaiiLECET <info@hawaiilecet.org>
Sent: Friday, June 2, 2023 7:56 AM
To: DBEDT HCDA Contact <dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov>
Subject: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15}

Name

Hawaii LECET

Email

info@hawaiilecet.org

Project Name

LAUNIU Ward Village, KAK 23-001

Do you support or oppose?

Support

File Upload

 HCDA-Launiu-Testimony_2023-June-7.pdf 



 

   

       June 2, 2023      
  
 

To:   The Hawaii Community Development Authority 
 
Re:   Testimony in Support of Launiu Ward Village, Victoria Ward, Limited, KAK 23-001 
  

For Public Hearing on June 7, 2023 at 9:00 am (Decision-Making)   

 

Aloha Chair Ishii, HCDA Board Members, Director Nakamoto, and HCDA Staff, 
 

 

The Hawaii Laborers & Employers Cooperation and Education Trust (Hawaii LECET) is a 

labor + management partnership established in 1992 between the 5,000 statewide 

members of the Hawaii Laborers Union and over 250 construction companies from the 

General Contractors Association and the Building Industry Association.   

 

Hawaii LECET strongly supports the Launiu Ward Village Project.  Howard Hughes Corp. 

(HHC) has already started development on all of its 1,200-plus below-market priced housing 

requirements ahead of schedule, creating $162 million in new shared equity value for the 

State of Hawaii, even before submitting this current application to build homes for Launiu.   

 

The Launiu homes will be key to the complete fulfillment of HHC’s commitment to provide 

over seven acres of new green space in Ward Village that will be open to the general public, 

but maintained by HHC at no cost to taxpayers.  In addition, the homes created by Launiu 

will generate over $691 million in immediate economic impact, including over $42 million 

in tax receipts, while adding $123 million in property tax revenue over the next 30 years.   

 

Launiu’s thoughtful project design utilizes several beneficial improvements for the public 

contemplated by the Mauka Area Rules, including a podium design that enables community 

amenities, lively streetscapes, and safe activities; a mauka-makai orientation that complies 

with the 75-foot view corridor setback; as well as realigning Auahi Street to provide even 

greater landscaped open space for all the public to enjoy.  Thank you for this opportunity 

to offer our strong support for the Launiu Ward Village homes project. 

 

Mahalo, 

 

Hawaii Laborers & Employers  

Cooperation and Education Trust  
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Berhanu, Sergut

From: DBEDT HCDA Contact
Sent: Friday, June 2, 2023 12:39 PM
To: Reed, Renee L; Tam, Ryan AM; Berhanu, Sergut
Cc: Nakamoto, Craig K
Subject: FW: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15}

From: GinoSoquena <anakama@wik.com>
Sent: Friday, June 2, 2023 8:23 AM
To: DBEDT HCDA Contact <dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov>
Subject: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15}

Name

Gino Soquena

Organization

Hawaii Building & Construction Trades Council (HBCTC)

Address

P.O. Box 2095 
Honolulu, HI 96805 
Map It

Email

anakama@wik.com

Project Name

The Launiu

Do you support or oppose?

Support

File Upload

 G.-Soquena-testimony.pdf 
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Berhanu, Sergut

From: DBEDT HCDA Contact
Sent: Monday, June 5, 2023 10:06 AM
To: Reed, Renee L; Tam, Ryan AM; Berhanu, Sergut
Cc: Nakamoto, Craig K
Subject: FW: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15}

From: ChristopherDelaunay <cdelaunay@prp hawaii.com>
Sent:Monday, June 5, 2023 8:56 AM
To: DBEDT HCDA Contact <dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov>
Subject: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15}

Name

Christopher Delaunay

Organization

Pacific Resource Partnership

Address

96813 
United States 
Map It

Phone

(808) 380-8838

Email

cdelaunay@prp-hawaii.com

Project Name

Launiu Victoria Ward

Do you support or oppose?

Support

File Upload

 PRP-Testimony_The-Launiu-WV-DM-Hearing_HCDA_7-June-2023.pdf 



  

Testimony of  
Pacific Resource Partnership 

  
Hawaii Community Development Authority 

547 Queen Street, 2nd Floor 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

 
Launiu Victoria Ward, Limited (KAK 23-001) 

Wednesday, June 7, 2023 
 
 
Aloha HCDA Board Members: 

 
Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) writes in strong support of the applicant’s Launiu Ward Village Project.  
 
The Launiu Ward Village Project will help to stimulate Hawaii’s economy, delivering economic benefits 
and job opportunities for our residents. The Project is projected to contribute $691 million in economic 
impact, $233 million in workers’ earnings, and $42 million in state tax revenue. An average of over 565 
jobs will be sustained yearly for three years during the duration of the Project and estimated to generate 
$123 million in real property tax over 30 years.  
 
Since the applicant initiated its plan to transform Kakaako into Ward Village, a mixed-use community with 
residences, public open spaces, pedestrian and bike-friendly streets, retail stores, restaurants, and 
recreational/fitness opportunities, we have seen the Ward Village community come to life with an influx 
of both residents and the broader Honolulu community. The Launiu Ward Village Project, like Ward 
Village residential properties before it, will further activate and transform the Kakaako community with 
486 new homes, ground-floor retail and outdoor gathering spaces along Ward Avenue, including 
approximately 16,000 square feet of open public and green space, with meandering bike paths and 
sidewalks connecting Ka La‘i o Kukuluāe‘o park adjacent to Ulana Ward Village.  
  
Given the above, PRP respectfully requests HCDA’s favorable review and approval of the applicant’s 
Launiu Victoria Ward Project. Thank you for this opportunity to submit written testimony.  
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