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P.O. Box 12051, Honolulu, Hawaii 96828

Testimony before the 

HAWAII COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Thursday, July 20, 2023 (9:00 am)

RE: Development Permit KAK 23-037 & KAK 23-038 Victoria Ward, Limited

Chair Ishii and Members of the Authority:

Trees for Honolulu’s Future (TFHF) is a non-profit organization with a vision for a tree-filled island that 
preserves and enhances our quality of life, especially in the face of climate change.

We support the above-referenced developments known as Blocks D and E, bounded by Auahi Street, 
Kamake‘e Street, and Ala Moana Boulevard. While our focus is trees, TFHF realizes trees, essential green 
infrastructure of our city, don’t exist in isolation; rather it is the interplay between the natural 
environment and people contributes to a sense of place. Trees not only cool and help ameliorate urban 
heat islands, but the shade also provided invites people – parents pushing strollers with infants, 
residents walking dogs, shoppers, even bicycle riders – to pause to be rather simply to pass along as 
quickly as one can. Trees also provide myriad other benefits. 

Of particular significance to these Development Permits is the one-acre park located at the corner of Ala 
Moana Boulevard and Kamake‘e Street. Activation of this new, public, community asset with amenities, 
programming that can organically happen, including carrying the native planting established around the 
IBM Building, all is sound planning. Nobody can predict what will be trending 3, 5, or 10 years from now 
so flexibility is key to increase the changes of serendipitous experiences/exchanges in this space. We 
would, however, urge a larger planting strip along Auahi Street to mirror the mature, large canopy shade 
trees on the mauka side of Auahi. We understand this is far too narrow strip is dictated because of 
government regulators desire for a sidewalk adjacent to the street. A combined sidewalk pulled back 
from the street with a larger planting strip is the obvious solution. 

While the modifications requested will be subject to a second public hearing, we take this opportunity 
that the requested changes are consistent with the 2005 HCDA Mauka Area Rules,  already approved 
buildings in Ward Village, create a better architectural execution, and are worthy of support.

In summary, approval by the Authority of these Development Permits further the vision of Kaka’ako as a 
place where people live, work, and play.  Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Daniel Dinell, President



From: WorapornKwok <fig.gingerhonolulu@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2023 12:40 PM 
To: DBEDT HCDA Contact <dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov> 
Subject: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15} 
 

Name  

  Woraporn Kwok  

Organization  

  Fig & Ginger Honolulu  

Address  

  

1960 Kapiolani Blvd. STE 103 
Honolulu, HI 96826 
United States 
Map It  

Phone  

  (808) 351-3424  

Email  
  fig.gingerhonolulu@gmail.com  

Project Name  

  Block D&E in Ward village  

Do you support or oppose?  

  Support  

Comment  

  The project seems to be providing more efficient use of lands and providing more 
parks for recreations.  
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mailto:dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov
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Testimony of  
Pacific Resource Partnership 

  
Hawaii Community Development Authority 

547 Queen Street, 2nd Floor 
Honolulu, i 96813 

 
Block D and Block E (KAK 23-037 and KAK 23-038) 

Thursday, July 20, 2023 
 
 
Aloha HCDA Board Members: 
 
Pacific Resource Partnership (PRP) writes in strong support of the applicant s Block D and Block E Projects.  
 
The Project will create more homes and stimulate i s economy, delivering economic benefits and 
job opportunities for our residents.  
 
Block D s residence will deliver 242 one-, two-, three- and four-bedroom homes. Construction of the 
residence is estimated to have a significant economic impact, including $225 million in workers  earnings 
and $40 million in state tax revenue. From 2022 to 2028, this new residence will create an average of 450 
jobs annually.  
 
Block E s residence will create 148 two-, three-, four- and five-bedroom homes. Its construction will 
deliver additional economic stimulus, including an estimated $170 million in workers  earnings and $31 
million in state tax revenue. This residence will create over 350 jobs annually from 2022-2028. 
 
Modifications being sought by the applicant increase the platform of street front element from 45  to 65  
tall podium for both Block D and E Projects and are consistent with the 2005 HCDA Mauka Area Rules and 
already approved buildings in Ward Village. The applicant is also requesting modifications of the view 
corridor setback on Ala Moana Boulevard for both projects to accommodate a continuous building façade 
as well as façade articulation improving the streetscape and pedestrian experience.   
 
Since the applicant initiated its plan to transform o into Ward Village, a mixed-use community 
with residences, public open spaces, pedestrian and bike-friendly streets, retail stores, restaurants, and 
recreational/fitness opportunities, we have seen the Ward Village community come to life with an influx 
of both residents and the broader Honolulu community. The Block D and Block E Projects, like Ward 
Village residential properties before it, will further activate and transform the Ka o community.  
  
Given the above, PRP respectfully requests HCDA s favorable review and approval of the applicant s 
Projects. Thank you for this opportunity to submit written testimony.  



July 14, 2023

To:  The Hawaii Community Development Authority (HCDA)

Re: Testimony in Support of Block D Ward Village (KAK 23-037) & Block E (KAK 23-038)
Ward Village Projects, Victoria Ward, Limited

For HCDA Public Hearing on July 20, 2023 at 9:00 am (Presentation Hearing)

Aloha Chair Ishii, HCDA Board Members, Director Nakamoto, and HCDA Staff,

The Hawaii Laborers & Employers Cooperation and Education Trust (Hawaii LECET) is a labor 
+ management partnership established in 1992 between the 5,000 statewide members of the 
Hawaii Laborers Union and over 250 construction companies from the General Contractors 
Association and the Building Industry Association.  The Laborers International is the largest 
construction trade union in North America, and Hawaii LECET is part of a network of 38 labor-
management LECET Funds across the country.

Hawaii LECET strongly supports the Block D and Block E Ward Village Projects.  Renewing the 
aging Ward Centre area property will provide nearly 400 homes, a new Diamond Head Plaza 
one-acre park with over 35,000 square feet of public open space, commercial opportunities, 
retail storefronts, and many public amenities.  This Ward Centre redevelopment project will
create over US $1.3 billion in up-front economic impact, with over $395 million in direct 
workers earnings, $71 million in state tax receipts, and around 800 jobs yearly through 
completion in 2028.  Over the next 30 years, annual property tax receipts alone will contribute
over $330 million in additional government tax revenue for the City & County of Honolulu.                    

As part of its commitment to affordable housing, before even submitting this application to 
HCDA to renovate Blocks D & E, the Howard Hughes Corp. (HHC) has already front-loaded
construction on all of its over 1,200 below-market-priced housing requirements far ahead of 
schedule, creating $162 million in new shared equity value for the people of the State of Hawaii.

Thank you for this opportunity to offer our strong support for KAK 23-037 & KAK 23-038.

Mahalo,

Hawaii Laborers & Employers 
Cooperation and Education Trust 



















































From: NancyWallace <nancyrwallace@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 11:57 AM 
To: DBEDT HCDA Contact <dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov> 
Subject: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15} 
 

Name  

  Nancy Wallace  

Organization  

  Koula board member and Kaka’ako trsudent  

Address  

  

1000 Auahi street 
600 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
Map It  

Phone  

  (808) 292-3497  

Email  
  nancyrwallace@hotmail.com  

Project Name  

  Howard Hughes development  

Do you support or oppose?  

  Oppose  

Comment  

  

Howard Hughes is no longer living up to their initial agreement to “support” the 
community. Too much development, less than satisfactory completion of existing 
buildings and always asking for variances and special dispensation. Hold them to 
their promises before granting more approval.  

 

 

mailto:nancyrwallace@hotmail.com
mailto:dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov
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From: SibylGlasby <sibylglasby@hotmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 5:12 PM 
To: DBEDT HCDA Contact <dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov> 
Subject: Public Testimony Website Submission {Project Name:15} 
 
Name  

  Sibyl Glasby  

Organization  

  Kaka'ako resident  
Address  

  

1000 Auahi Street 
1206 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
United States 
Map It  

Phone  

  (206) 817-4592  

Email  
  sibylglasby@hotmail.com  

Project Name  

  Ward Village Land Block 4, Project 1 (Block D) and Ward Village Land Block 4, 
Project 1 (Block E)  

Do you support or oppose?  

  Oppose  

Comment  

  

With respect to the requested modifications for Block D and Block E, I urge HCDA 
to put the following conditions on any modification requests granted:  
1. HCDA enforces Section 15-22-14(b) (1) and (2) of the Vested Rules and does 
not allow for the development of two towers in too close proximity.  
2. Diamond Head Park Plaza remains in the plans and additional green space is 
required on Block D and E. 
3. Victoria Ward, Limited. be required to design, permit, and construct community 
charging in Ward Village with at least six (6) Level 3 Fast chargers.  

File Upload  

  • Glasby-written-testimony-HCDA-Hearing-July-20.pdf 
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Sibyl Glasby  
1000 Auahi Street  
Honolulu, HI 96814  
July 18, 2023 
 
 
Hawaii Community Development Authority  
547 Queen Street, 2nd Floor 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  
 
 
Re: Written testimony for HCDA Hearing scheduled for July 20, 2023, at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Dear HCDA Board of Directors,  
 
I am writing to you today to express my concerns about the proposed modifications to the Vested 
Mauka Area Rules for Victoria Ward Limited to construct two single tower, residential mixed-
use condominium projects on Blocks D and E in Kaka'ako. My family and I live in Kaka'ako and 
specifically in Ward Village. 

The current plan for two towers on the site does not allow for enough space between the two 
towers as well as to the existing buildings in accordance with Section 15-22-14(b) (1) and (2) of 
the Vested Rules as cited on page 11 of the Development	Permit	Request	Presentation	
Hearing	Staff	Report,	KAK	23-037:	Ward	Village	Land	Block	4,	Project	1	(Block	D)	(Master	
Plan	Permit	No.:	PL	MASP	13.1.3)	and	page	13	of	the	Development	Permit	Request	
Presentation	Hearing	Staff	Report	KAK	23-037:	Ward	Village	Land	Block	4,	Project	1	(Block	
E)	(Master	Plan	Permit	No.:	PL	MASP	13.1.3).	The	proximity	of	the	two	towers	will	block	
the	light	and	create	another	wind	tunnel	in	the	neighborhood.	This	will	also	have	a	
detrimental	effect	on	Auahi	Street	which	is	envisioned	to	be	an	enlivened	pedestrian	
friendly	environment.	One	tower	on	Block	D	and	E	would	better	suit	the	Ward	Village	
community,	be	in	harmony	with	the	spacing	of	the	existing	towers	and	provide	a	rare	
opportunity	to	create	adequate	open	green	space	and	play	areas	that	are	desperately	
needed	in	the	community.			

The other concern with the plan for Block D and E is the lack of facilities for public high-speed 
charging for electric vehicles. There are currently three public slow chargers available in Ward 
Village. These chargers are in constant use during open hours and are woefully inadequate to 
support the existing residential and business community. As the community grows and more 
electric vehicles are added this problem will only continue to grow.   

I understand that the Hawaii Legislature has recently provided clear direction and authority to 
HCDA to support the adoption of EVs and consider sea level rise. These laws reflect the state's 
commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and promoting clean energy. By requiring 
more open space on Blocks D and E and high-speed EV charging at Ward Village, HCDA would 
be supporting this mandate.  



With respect to the requested modifications for Block D and Block E, I urge HCDA to put the 
following conditions on any modification requests granted:  

1. HCDA enforces Section 15-22-14(b) (1) and (2) of the Vested Rules and does not allow 
for the development of two towers in too close proximity.   

2. Diamond Head Park Plaza remains in the plans and additional green space is required on 
Block D and E. 

3. Victoria Ward, Limited. be required to design, permit, and construct community charging 
in Ward Village with at least six (6) Level 3 Fast chargers.  
 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sibyl Glasby  
 





	
	

PHONE 
808-735-5756 

EMAIL 
bicycle@hbl.org 

ADDRESS 
3442 Waialae Ave., Suite 1 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
 

	
	

	
July	18,	2023	
	
Chason	Ishii,	Chair	
Hawai‘i	Community	Development	Authority	
547	Queen	Street	
Honolulu,	HI	96813	

	
Hawai‘i	Community	Development	Authority	

Ward	Village	Block	D	&	Block	E–	Development	Permit	Application	-	Public	Hearing	–	July	20,	2023	
	

Hawai‘i	Bicycling	League	supports	Ward	Village’s	Block	D	&	Block	E	
	
Aloha	Chair	Ishii,	Vice	Chair	Apo,	and	Members	of	the	Authority,		
	
My	name	is	Travis	Counsell,	and	I	am	the	Executive	Director	of	the	Hawai‘i	Bicycling	League	(HBL).	We	are	a	
non-profit	organization	founded	in	1975	with	the	mission	of	enabling	more	people	to	ride	bicycles	for	health,	
recreation,	and	transportation.	We	strive	to	create	communities	across	our	islands	that	have	safe,	accessible,	
and	inclusive	environments	for	people	to	bike,	walk,	and	roll.		
	
HBL	strongly	supports	the	Ward	Village	Block	D	&	Block	E	projects	as	well	as	the	Ward	Village	master	
development	plan.	Ward	Village	continues	to	bring	improvements	to	roadway	and	sidewalks	that	benefit	all	
roadway	users,	especially	vulnerable	users.	HBL	appreciates	Ward	Village’s	commitment	to	providing	safe	
multi-modal	streetscapes,	from	dedicated	bike	lanes,	supporting	Biki	locations,	providing	bicycle	parking,	and	
expanding	sidewalks	for	pedestrians.		
	
We	also	acknowledge	Ward	Village	for	their	continued	support	of	the	Ala	Moana	Elevated	Walkway.	This	
project	will	create	safe	access	over	Ala	Moana	Blvd	for	people	walking	and	biking.	We	appreciate	their	efforts	
to	connect	Ward	Village	and	the	surrounding	communities	to	Kewalo	Basin,	Kaka‘ako	Waterfront,	and	Ala	
Moana	Regional	Park.		
	
More	and	more	people	are	recognizing	the	benefits,	to	both	the	individual	and	the	community,	of	embracing	
infrastructure	that	encourages	more	bicycling	and	walking.	As	we	strive	to	be	a	climate	resilient	community,	
building	infrastructure	to	support	these	lower-impact	modes	of	transportation	and	recreation	are	crucial.	
Additionally,	as	we	seek	to	have	healthier	population,	infrastructure	that	provides	safe	and	accessible	active	
transportation	and	recreation	will	keep	our	community	healthy	and	reduce	unnecessary	burden	on	our	
health	system.		
	
HBL	applauds	Ward	Village’s	commitment	to	creating	a	community	built	for	people	to	thrive.	Ward	Village’s	
master	development	plan	aligns	with	HBL’s	mission	of	enabling	more	people	to	ride	bicycles.	And	with	that	in	
mind,	we	respectfully	request	your	approval	of	the	Ward	Village	Block	D	&	Block	E	projects.		
	
Ride	Aloha,	

	
Travis	L.	Counsell	
Executive	Director	
Hawai‘i	Bicycling	League	
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