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Aloha Chair and Members of the Hawaiʻi Community Development Authority,

My name is Craig Anthony. I live nearby and work in the Kakaʻako area, and in the near future I plan on purchasing
a condominium in Ward Village, potentially at the proposed Mahana project.

My family has always had animals growing up, and I’ve always loved dogs. While I don’t currently have one, I
have thought about getting a dog if I move into Ward Village because there are so many nearby places to walk a
dog, including sidewalks, parks, and nearby dog-friendly areas. It’s something I’ve definitely considered as part of
deciding where I’d want to live. Also everyone of the buildings I've looked at so far has a space for dogs and that
makes a huge difference in considering which exact unit I'd like to purchase.

I understand there has been recent discussion about the updated dog policy at Victoria Ward Park. As someone who
appreciates dogs and may become a dog owner again, I can understand why people care about the issue. At the
same time, I also understand that in a dense urban neighborhood, parks have to balance the needs of many users —
including families with children, kūpuna, and residents who want clean and well-maintained green space.
Reasonable guidelines for lawn areas don’t change the fact that Ward Village remains a very pet-friendly
neighborhood.

Overall, I strongly support the continued development of Ward Village and believe Mahana will help build on the
success of the neighborhood. It represents the kind of well-planned urban housing Honolulu needs.

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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Aloha Chairman and HCDA:

My name is Ho'ailona Kaha'a. I work in town and sometimes hang out around Kakaʻako on the weekends or after
work if I get time before I gotta fight traffic back home west side. I seen how the area changed a lot over the years. I
even wish Dave & Buster’s was still there, but it is what it is, the neighborhood is still nice. I support the new
Mahana high rise project. I cant really afford to live in town and live with my family so it's easier for me and the
family but we do like visiting the area and going to the movies.

I've been hearing about the dog issue at the brand new park. I like dogs, but I also no like step in dog kukae. Where
I live, if someone’s dog goes to the bathroom on your yard property or in front on the driveway or sidewalk, people
talk to them direct and it doesn't happen again. If it does happen again, people get pissed off and handle it. But town
parks you don’t know whose dog did it. You can't figure out who is making it screwed up for everyone. If someone
steps in it everybody just will get all mad and pissed off. So it makes sense to keep the grass clean so people get
along and don't have any fights or arguments. Just gotta have some respect and aloha for the shared spaces. Condos
are different than in neighborhoods, so I just thought I'd give my point of view since I acutally do work in the area
and i heard this was an issue and I personally plan to come enjoy this park and don't want to step in any mess when
I'm at work or just hanging out down there. Also everyone should just be happy they building one new park with
grass and no more chickens roosters or cats. Also no more homeless guaranteed. really no need for complaining
about getting a brand new park. just take your dog to your own yard or to a dog park and even then make sure you
clean up no matter what. 

Mahalo everyone.

Ho'ailona
Waianae
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Aloha,
 
Please see attached testimony in support for the Mahana Ward Village Amendment from
the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters for tomorrow, March 5th.
 
Mahalo,
Mark
 

Mark Anthony Clemente
Political Director
 
HAWAII REGIONAL COUNCIL OF CARPENTERS
1311 Houghtailing Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
Switchboard: (808) 847-5761
Cellular: (808) 258-6007
Direct: (808) 440-9142
Fax:  (808) 440-9109
Email:  mclemente@hrcc-hawaii.com
 

mailto:mclemente@hrcc-hawaii.com
mailto:dbedt.hcda.contact@hawaii.gov
mailto:apereira@prp-hawaii.com
mailto:mclemente@hrcc-hawaii.com







 
 
 


HAWAII REGIONAL COUNCIL OF CARPENTERS 
 


 S T A T E   H E A D Q U A R T E R S   &   B U S I N E S S   O F F I C E S  
OAHU:    1311 Houghtailing Street, Honolulu Hawaii 96817-2712 • Ph. (808) 847-5761 Fax (808) 440-9188 


HILO  OFFICE:    525 Kilauea Avenue, Room 205, Hilo, Hawaii 96720-3050 • Ph. (808) 935-8575 Fax (808) 935-8576 
KONA  OFFICE:    75-126 Lunapule Road, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740-2106 • Ph. (808) 329-7355 Fax (808) 326-9376 


MAUI  OFFICE:    330 Hookahi Street, Wailuku, Maui 96793-1449 • Ph. (808) 242-6891 Fax (808) 242-5961 
KAUAI  OFFICE:    Kuhio Medical Ctr Bldg., 3-3295 Kuhio Hwy, Suite 201, Lihue, Kauai 96766-1040 • Ph. (808) 245-8511 Fax (808) 245-8911 


 


March 5, 2026 


TO:  Sterling Higa, Chair 
Chason Ishii, Vice Chair  
Members of the Hawaii Community Development Authority 


RE: TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF THE MAHANA WARD VILLAGE 
AMENDMENT 


Aloha Chair Higa, Vice Chair Ishii, and Members of the HCDA: 


The Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters, representing over 6,000 skilled union carpenters 
and tradespeople across the islands, is grateful for the opportunity to submit testimony in 
support of the proposed modification to the Planned Development Permit for Mahana Ward 
Village. 


The Mahana project is an important part of the continued buildout of the Ward Village master 
plan and will add 451 residential units to the urban core, helping expand housing supply in 
Honolulu’s primary transit-oriented district.  


The requested modification to increase the podium height is a reasonable adjustment that 
supports the efficient design of the project while remaining consistent with the development 
framework previously approved for the Ward Neighborhood Master Plan. The proposal 
continues to comply with the applicable Mauka Area Rules and the master plan’s overall 
density, open space, and infrastructure commitments.  


From a workforce perspective, projects like Mahana play an important role in sustaining 
Hawaiʻi’s construction workforce while delivering much-needed housing and economic activity. 
The Ward Village master plan has already produced thousands of homes and major public 
improvements, and continuing its implementation helps ensure that long-term planning efforts 
translate into real housing on the ground. 


At a time when Hawaiʻi continues to face a severe housing shortage, it is important that 
projects that have gone through extensive planning and environmental review are able to move 
forward with reasonable design refinements. 


For these reasons, the Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters respectfully supports approval of 
the requested modification. 


Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 








