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Seth Colby serves as Director of Finance for the Hawaiʻi Department of Budget and Finance, where he 
oversees the state budget and financial planning. He previously held senior economic policy roles as 
Chief State Economist at the Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism (DBEDT) and as 
Tax Research & Planning Officer at the Department of Taxation (DOTAX).  

Earlier in his career, he worked in economic and social development across Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and Africa with the World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, and the Johns Hopkins 
University. He holds a PhD in Political Economy from Johns Hopkins University. Seth served as a Peace 
Corps volunteer in El Salvador and is fluent in Portuguese and Spanish. 


